The Norden Club of Lincoln
Our 66th Year



Next Meeting: 5:30 December 9 at
The Falls ( 5920 Adams St)



Call for Reservation by Wednesday, Dec. 4

December Isssue

Dorothy Ekblad 402-488-6313
Leona Bellinger 402-484-7123
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Courtesy Report
Cards were sent by Charlene Johnson, Courtesy Chair to:
Alan Seagren on Aug 10 “Thinking of You”
Sons of Stu Mason on Aug 10 “Death of Father”
Vera Hanson on Aug 11 “Get Well” and Happy 99th Birthday
Shirley Oliver on Aug 15 “Thinking of You”
Eileen Rudd on Aug 17 “Thinking of You”
Deanna Hageman on Nov 8 “Sympathy on death of husband Boyd”

Swedish Smorgasbord
This year on December 9th, the Swedes
are hosting The Norden Club's annual
Smorgasbord. In addition to the Scandinavian music of Greenblatt and Seay,
there will also be a Sankta Lucia pageant. The location is The Falls Reception Hall at 5925 Adams St. Registration and hors d'oeuvre will start at 5:30.
Reservations are due by Wednesday
Dec. 3 with Dorothy Ekblad or Leona
Bellinger. Their phone numbers are
listed above. Guests are encouraged

and we should have ample room to accommodate all who wish to attend.
Cancellations will be accepted until
Thursday noon Dec. 4. After that time
all reservations will be charged for the
meal. The menu for both the hors
d'oeuvre and meal is very Swedish and
will be catered by
Leons.
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Presidents Corner
God Jul (Merry Christmas)
Wälkommen (Welcome)
Christmas is always a special time when our thoughts turn to
the Christmas traditions we grew up
with. We remember the Scandinavian traditions which the families
brought with them as they emigrated from the various countries of
Scandinavia to America. It is important to remember our heritage
and to share it with family and
friends so it will not be forgotten.
Each December we alternate celebrating the heritage of the Scandinavian countries, and this year it is
a Swedish Christmas celebration
and smorgasbord with a Swedish
menu, St. Lucia program, professional musicians and carol singing.
If you don’t know the St. Lucia history, you will enjoy hearing all
about it and seeing the Queen and
her Court. If you have children
and grandchildren, be sure to bring

them so they too can experience
these Swedish traditions and enjoy
Norden Club and gain a passion for
the Scandinavian. In this way our
heritage will be part of them and
not forgotten.
Our Swedish smorgasbord
committee chaired by Ron Johnson
has been working very hard for several months to bring you this excellent evening, Monday December 9,
2013. We are looking forward to
seeing all of the members and their
families and guests to share this
special evening as our Norden Club
celebrates Christmas this year in a
Swedish way. Let’s all make a
special effort to bring the younger
family members so they won’t miss
out on the enjoyment of Scandinavian fellowship found in Norden
Club.
As Norden Club’s 66th year
comes to a close and 2013 ends, I
want to thank the Norden Club for
the honor and privilege it has been

to be your president for the past two
years. I want to thank all of the
members for your support. It has
been a very enjoyable and inspiring
experience for me. Thanks to all of
the officers, committee members
and volunteers at the meetings who
gave so much of their time effort
and expertise to the Norden Club.
Thanks to all of you who have been
able to attend our dinner meetings
and to those who have been unable
to come. We miss you and appreciate your support. Norden Club
couldn’t survive without all of the
help, support, and faithfulness of all
our members. I know all of you
love Norden Club as I do, and will
give your support in any way possible to the new officers for 2014.
Again, my thanks to everyone in
our great Norden Club family.
Sincerely,
Dorothy Ekblad
President

Treasurers Report
A special thank you to each of you
who have paid your dues for 2013.
They are the basis for our operating
expenses. Your Norden Club Board
has made every effort to keep dues
and dinner prices affordable. Dues

have not been raised for several
years and at $18 per couple and $10
for a single, it is very reasonable.
Dinner prices are based on catering
charges plus other pertinent costs for
each evening. Please continue to

support Norden Club with your dues
and participation. We need you!
Spread the word - help us keep our
Scandinavian heritage alive!

Karen Zins, Treasurer

Norden Club Scandinavian Library
It is located in the Library of First Lutheran Church, 1551 So. 70th. Visit
whenever you can – ask at the church
office for directions to the library. This

is a good way to learn about Scandinavia. There are books, CD’s, DVD’s and
other music. If you have books and
music to donate, it will be appreciated.

Leave your name with them so we can
thank you.
Dorothy Ekblad, Librarian

Membership
Earlier in September we informed you that we are making a gallant attempt to get our past members
put back on the active list as members. From that mailing we have received 27 membership dues, made up
of past members as well as new mem-

bers, for 2014. I'm sure there are still a
number of people from the nonmembership list that will be bringing
their membership current.
With the Smorgasbord coming
up on Dec 9th, here is an opportunity
to make a special attempt to invite

friends, relatives, and acquaintances to
this special event. I believe that this
will be another occasion that you can
be proud of saying, "I am a member of
The Norden Club" Brochures will be
available that evening.
Ron Johnson Membership

New President for 2014

New Vice President for 2014
Neal Simley is our incoming Vice President. He
was born to a 100% Norwegian family in Finley N.D., a
small farming community
with a predominately Norwegian population with a few
Swedes, Germans, and the occasional other eastern Europeans sprinkled in.
He grew up with deep

Norwegian heritage that included many dishes, and traditions including krumkake
irons, sunbuckle tins, lefse
stick and rolling pin, all of
which are around a 100 years
old. He still uses them regularly except for the krumkake
iron.
His wife Kathleen is ¼
Dane and ¼ Swede and half

German.
He has been a Boy
Scout leader for almost 40
years. He enjoys wood working, classic cars.
He is retired on Disability due to inheriting his mothers rheumatoid arthritis which
he have been fighting for
about 12 years.

Sankta Lucia and her Court
Ms. Anna Kay Hageman 12
years of age is a sixth grader at
Pound Jr. High. She is the daughter of Nicole Hageman and granddaughter of Boyd and Deanna
Hageman all of Lincoln. She has an
older brother, Boydston.
From the day Anna was
born she has been vocal. We love
to hear her sing and are so very
pleased to share her talent with this
community. She is truly honored to
have been selected as Santa Lucia
because of her Swedish heritage

through the Hanson family on her
grandmothers side.
Anna has a true passion for
life and a great love for people. She
is a very strong member of her
church. Willing to volunteer for
any job. She has been part of the
student council in her school
for two years. She sang with the
honors choir "sing around Nebraska". And is currently working with
a vocal coach to help grow her talent.
For fun Anna loves to

swim, any craft projects, listening
to music, and spend time with her
friends, and family.
Members of her court include Laurel Nelson, Rachel Nelson, Aiden Cotter, Ethen Cotter,
Violet Widner, Iona Stits, Lars
Pederson, Louisa Pederson, Ben
Balm and Christian English.
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Foundation News
It's now the middle of November 2013. After three months, we are
on the home-stretch of our fundraiser
in conjunction with Younkers and their
Community Days Event. At this writing, the two big event days are tomorrow and the next day. Once again we
have met the quotas set by Younkers
and that now allows us to sell in the
store during the actual event days. All
of the Foundation members have been
diligently selling booklets and many of
you have purchased them. Thanks to
all...who have supported our scholarship/grants program. Special thanks to
Olie Ahlquist for keeping us on track
and reporting our progress. We were
focused. When all is done, I'm certain
that this years project will be another
success!
Many of you have had the op-

portunity to find and donate Scandinavian items to the Norden Foundation
for our Scandinavian silent auction
table at past holiday dinners. Those
items were much appreciated. We will
once again have that table available
this December. If you are downsizing
and eliminating old or new Scandinavian things from your home, please give
me a call...Joan at 402-423-0023. Your
items go from one good Scandinavian
home to another, where they are always cherished. Thank you for your
donations.
Mark you calendar for the
Norden-Swedish Smorgasbord on
Monday evening, December 9, 2013.
Plans have been progressing for many
months. This should be a festive holiday event, family and friends will want
to attend, where you can enjoy your

Scandinavian traditions.
As we bring this year to a
close, the Norden Foundation Board
Members want to wish all of you a
very healthy and Happy New Year in
2014. Merry Christmas to all of you!
The Foundation had their annual November board meeting with
election of board members for 2014.
Our officers and board members will
stay the same with two new additions.
Karyn Glenn will serve as Secretary,
and husband David Glenn is the latest
new board member. We welcome them
and happy to have them serve with us!
Returning members include Olie
Ahlquist, Ron Johnson, Jan Lingren,
Arlene Nelson and Len Nelson.
Joan Tomlinson White
President, Norden Foundation

New Venue for Smorgasbord
We feel fortunate to have
located a facility that will meet our
needs and provide us with a beautiful décor. In order to accommodate
more people than the First Lutheran
location and with easier parking
than the East Campus Union, we
will be going to The Falls Reception Hall this year. For long-time
residents of Lincoln, this is the
building that was a grocery store
many years ago. It is located at
5925 Adams Street. For those
coming from the north side of
town, it is at the south end of Tou-

zalin Ave.
There is a large coat closet
near the entrance and registration
will be just inside the door of the
reception hall. Registration and
hors d'oeuvre will begin at 5:30.
We will be assigning tables this
year to more efficiently fill the tables which will each have 10 places. If you are planning to have a
large party sit together, it would
work best if someone from the
group arrived around 5:30 and get
seat assignments for the group.

The hors d'oeuvre menu includes pickled herring and smoked
salmon and glogg to drink. There
will also be a cash bar for those
wanting alcoholic or carbonated
drinks. The main menu includes
Swedish meat balls, potato bologna,
baked ham, Janssen's tempation,
Swedish brown beans, pickled
beets, red cabbage, pickled cucumbers, Swedish rye bread and a rice
pudding. All this for $20.00. Children are half price. We will also
have special Swedish music and a
Sankta Lucia pageant.

Thanks to the Swedish Smorgasbord Committee
Planning a Smorgasbord
of this size requires the help of
many people. Planning began
last summer when December
seemed a long ways off. Now it
is almost here and we want to
recognize all the hard work by a
large group of people. Ron

Johnson has taken a leadership
role in getting the group organized and has worked closely
with Dorothy Ekblad to get the
food and program arranged.
Other members of the committee
include Ron Johnson, Jackie
Johnson, Len Nelson, Arlene

Nelson, Delbert Stits, Ingrid
Stits, Leona Bellinger, Karen
Zins, Donna Anderson, Audrey
Rousek, Carol Tillotson, and
Sharon Seagren.

The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
make up Scandinavia.

The Norden Club

of Lincoln
Since 1947

7100 Old Post Road
Lincoln, NE 68506
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We hope to see you on December 9.
The Smorgasbord is at The Falls Reception Hall, 5925 Adams St at 5:30. The program includes
music by Greenblatt and Seay and a Sankta Lucia pageant. The menu for the Swedish
Smorgasbord includes many Swedish dishes catered by Leon’s and the cost is $20.00 per person.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Call for reservations by Wednesday, Dec. 4:
Dorothy Ekblad—402-488-6313

Leona Bellinger—402-484-7123
Cancellations need to be made by noon Thursday, Dec. 5. Norden Club is charged for all dinners
that are reserved. We appreciate you calling early if you know you can or can not attend.

