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Presidents Corner
and so many other traditions.
As part of this year’s Yuletide
magic, you are invited to share an
evening with Scandinavian friends at
the annual Norden Club Christmas
Smorgasbord, December 11, 2017. The
gala will once again be held at the
festive Hillcrest Country Club with a
special emphasis on the Danes
including a Hans Christian Andersen
fairy tale. Social Hour with Hors
d’oeuvres and a Cash Bar begins at
5:30, then at 6:30 we’ll have our
authentic Danish Jul dinner. That will
be followed by our program to include
Hans Christian Andersen’s
Christmas can be a magical
“Grandmother Elderberry”, singing of
time. When I was young my family
Christmas carols, and perhaps a visit
was of modest means and not given to from Santa. During the evening the
extravagant presents; yet the one thing Norden Club Foundation will be
my eight-year-old brain anxiously
conducting their annual Silent Auction
hoped for was a bicycle for Christmas. fundraiser. The $35 cost for the
It was embarrassing to have to borrow evening covers the Hors d’oeuvres, the
my older sister’s girls bike and besides Danish Christmas meal, the cost of the
it seemed all the other boys had their
rental of the Country Club, and our
own. Finally, finally the big night
decorations. ($40 for non-members,
came. In the glow of multi-colored
$15 for children 5-15, and free for
bubble lights, we had our traditional
children under 5.) Please consider not
holiday oyster soup supper; but then it only treating yourselves to a wonderful
was time to cautiously and hopefully
celebration but consider giving a ticket
open presents…socks, gloves, a shirt,
as a gift to that special neighbor, loved
some ribbon candy, a spin-the-needle
one, friend, co-worker, or relative who
kids game…but no bicycle! No
you want to remember with a special
bicycle! As I tried to hide my
gift. See directions for ordering tickets
disappointment, my mother and sister
to this wonderful evening in this
comforted me with the new board game newsletter. The deadline for ordering
while my father went outside to smoke. tickets is November 27. Be good and
And then, and then, my dad rolled in a perhaps Santa will bring you a bicycle,
new red and white Schwinn! Oh, boy! too!
Yes, Christmas for a kid can be a
Your Norden Club President,
magical time.
Del Stites.Merry Christmas!
Of course, the real magic of
Glædelig Jul!
Christmas has so many elements: the
God Jul!
Christmas story, family and friends,
sharing our lives and loves together,
singing carols, great Christmas food,
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Foundation News
This issue will remind us
that the holidays are almost
here. The Foundation is always a
bustle of activity. Board members
are selling Younker’s coupon
booklets for the 2017 Community
Days Event. By the time you
receive this newsletter, we may be
in the middle of those actual sale
days scheduled for Wednesday,
November 8th through Saturday,
the 11th. Personally, I like to do
the pre-sale a week before the
actual days and shop for items
needed for year-round gifts. If you
need additional booklets while
shopping, please look for us. We
hope to be at one of the entrances
every day of the sale.
We are also working on our
second fundraiser. The Foundation
will feature the Silent Auction again
at this year’s Norden Danish
Smorgasbord. Last year we had a

fabulous out-pouring of
Scandinavian items for the
auction. To be sure, the auction
adds a little excitement to the
evening. Please call me at 402-4230023 if you have an item or two to
donate this year. We always have
an amazing variety for the auction
tables. Many—if not all of us—are
always looking for a
bargain. When it comes to our
Foundation auction please be
willing to give us that extra dollar
when you bid. Your on-going
donations allow the Foundation to
provide local scholarships and
grants. Those recipients extend
Scandinavian awareness through
their projects and educational
experiences. In return they provide
interesting programs for the Norden
Club. We sincerely thank you for
your donations in support of the
work of the Foundation.

Len and Arlene Nelson are
working on a new Foundation
project we hope to roll out in
2018. They are designing a
“Memorial” card and an “In Honor
Of “ card. The “Memorial” card
will be available to use for a
donation to the Foundation in
memory of a loved one who has
passed. The “In Honor Of” card
will be available to recognize a
friend, relative or a special occasion
with a donation to the Foundation.
The Norden Club
Foundation Board Members: Jan
Lingren, Len & Arlene Nelson,
David & Karyn Glenn, Gordon &
Verla Youngquist and myself, wish
each and every one of you a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
Joan Tomlinson White
President Norden Club Foundation

SMORGASBORD RESERVATIONS
We encourage everyone
to make reservations before the
hectic Thanksgiving holiday time
begins. Don't miss this annual
festive tradition of the Norden
Club Christmas Smorgasbord,
celebrating Denmark!
The DEADLINE for
reservations is NOV.
27. Cancellations for refunds
must be made by Nov. 27.
All members and nonmembers
must pay in advance! No tickets
will be sold at the door. Price is

$35 for current Norden Club
members and $40 for the general
public. Children ages 5-15 are
$15 and children under 5 are
free.
Mail your check made out to
Norden Club to: Terri
Heckman 5621 Bison Ct.,
Lincoln, Ne. 68516. You will
receive email confirmation once I
receive your payment so please
include your current email
address if it has changed within
the past year. If you do not have

email, Terri will mail your
confirmation via the postal
service.
I will need the names of all in
your party for those you will be
paying for (including
children). If you have any
questions about the reservation
process, please call Terri at #402
- 421-7142 or email:
terrijheckman@yahoo.com

Visit the Norden Club Website at NordenClub.com

We Have A New Vice President—Cyndi Mattson
Cyndi Mattson may be
retired but is anything but retiring.
She was elected Norden Club’s
Vice President at our September
2017 meeting. She and her
husband, Wayne, are not only
members of Norden Club, but also
VASA, the Independent Order of
Vikings, and the Sons of Norway in
Omaha. As well, she and Wayne
are founding and dedicated leaders
in the annual Scandinavian
Midsummer Festival. Cyndi’s
grandmother emigrated from
Norway and her grandfather
emigrated from Sweden.
Cyndi and Wayne have

three grown children and visit them great addition to our Norden Club
and their grandchildren in Kansas, Board. Please welcome her to the
Illinois, and Maine every chance
position of Vice President.
they can. The Mattsons are
inveterate travelers including trips
to Norway and Sweden to visit
relatives and enjoy the beauty of
Scandinavia.
Beyond her many
involvements in Scandinavian
societies, Cyndi volunteers at her
church, the local library, Open
Door Mission, Partnership4Kids,
and as an Ambassador for Omaha
Performing Arts. In her spare time,
she loves to garden. Cyndi is a

Norden Club’s 70th Anniversary Party - September 18th, 2017
Some of us have seen 70!
Some of us haven’t yet seen 70!
But nearly 70 Norden Club
members helped celebrate the
Club’s 70th Anniversary on
Monday September 18th, 2017.
The Club was founded in 1947 by a
small group of Scandinavian
professors from the University of
Nebraska. After World War II
there was a return to peace and
once again people became
interested in knowing and
celebrating their hereditary roots.
The purpose of the Club was to
promote fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their
descendants and to help preserve
for the benefit of the United States
the best in the cultural heritage of
Scandinavia.
After a business meeting to
nominate and elect a new Vice
President (Cyndi Mattson from
Omaha), the members enjoyed a
dinner of pork loin chops, mashed

potatoes, and fresh steamed
vegetables prepared by The Eatery.
Life Member, Dorothy Ekblad, cut
the classic yellow birthday cake
and the group sang “Happy
Anniversary” to the club. Club
members attending the celebration
received commemorative engraved
pens. Keeping with the Danish
theme for the upcoming Christmas
Banquet, the program was Rick
Steves’ film on Copenhagen.
Happy Anniversary
Norden Club
and May You have 70 More!

Christmas in Denmark
Source:

www.whychristmas.com

Some people in
Denmark give and
receive
extra Advent presents on
the four Sundays of Advent.
Different types of Advent candles
and calendars are popular in
Denmark. A Kalenderlys (calendarcandle) is an Advent candle and
most people have one of these types
of candles. A Pakkekalender (gift
calendar) is also a fun way to
countdown to Christmas Eve. There
are 24 small gifts for the children in
the calendar, one for each day until
Christmas Eve.
Julekalender (christmas calendar) is
a television series with 24 episodes.
One episode is shown each day in
December with the last one being
aired on Christmas Eve. The first
Julekalender was shown on TV in
Denmark in 1962. The two main
Danish TV channels DR and TV2
both show different versions of
Julekalender each year. The theme
of the stories in the Julekalender
normally follow a similar storyline,
with someone trying to ruin
Christmas and the main characters
saving Christmas!
Christmas Parties are held from 1st
November to 24th December where
everyone has a good time! Making

cakes and biscuits is popular in the Now a marzipan pig is still
time before Christmas. Gingerbread sometimes given, but it's also often
cookies and vanilla ones are often
something like sweets or a little toy.
favorites.
After the meal the lights on
In Denmark most people go to a
the Christmas Tree are lit, people
Church Service on Christmas Eve
might dance around the tree and
about 4.00pm to hear the Christmas sing carols. Then it's time for people
sermon or talk. It's also an old,
to open their presents. The
traditional custom to give animals a Christmas tree normally has a gold
treat on Christmas Eve, so some
or silver star on the top and often
people go for a walk in the park or has silver 'fairy hair' on it to make it
woods and they might take some
glitter.
food to give the animals and birds.
On Christmas day people meet with
You might also go for a walk to
their family and have a big lunch
give you an appetite for the
together with danish open-faced
Christmas meal!
sandwiches on rye-bread.
When they get home the main
In Denmark, children believe that
Christmas meal is eaten between
6.00pm and 8.00pm. It's served on a their presents are brought by the
beautifully decorated table. Popular 'Julemanden' (which means
Christmas foods include roast duck, 'Christmas Man'). He looks very
goose or pork. They are served with similar to Santa Claus and also
travels with a sleigh and reindeer.
boiled and sweet potatoes, red
He lives in Greenland, likes rice
cabbage, beetroot and cranberry
pudding and is helped by 'nisser'
jam/sauce.
which are like elves.
Most families have a 'ris á la
St. Lucia's Day (or St. Lucy's Day)
mande' (a special kind of rice
pudding, made of milk, rice, vanilla, is also celebrated on December
13th, although it's more famous for
almonds and whipped cream) for
dessert. All but one of the almonds being celebrated in Denmark's
are chopped into pieces. The person neighbor, Sweden.
who finds the whole almond gets a In Danish Happy/Merry Christmas
present called a Mandelgave
is 'Glædelig Jul'
(almond present). Traditionally the
little present was a marzipan pig!

Attention New and Renewing 2017 Members!
New and Renewing members can save $5.00 by
getting the reduced members’ cost for the Christmas
Banquet. Join and pay your membership fee and
reserve your Banquet tickets by November 27.
2017 Individual Membership:
$10
2017 Couple/Family Membership $18
Members Banquet cost:
$35 per person
Non-members Banquet cost: $40.00 per person.
(Children 5-15 $ 15, Under 5 – free)
Send your check for your membership(s) and for the

Save $ 5.00!

number of tickets for the Smörgåsbord to: Norden
Club, 5621 Bison Ct. Lincoln, NE 68516. Inquiries to
Terri at: terrijheckman@gmail.com or
402 421-7142.
Please include the names of new or renewing 2017
members, their phone numbers, mailing addresses, and
their e-mail addresses. Join us for the fun and the
celebration of Scandinavian Christmas, Monday,
December 11, Hillcrest Country Club, Social Hour
5:30, Dinner 6:30, Program 7:30.
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2017 DANISH CHRISTMAS SMORGASBORD
Monday, December 11, 2017
Hillcrest Country Club, 9401 O St, Lincoln

This year, Denmark is the featured country.
The Norden Club of Lincoln keeps Scandinavian heritage alive and membership is open to the general public for those with
Scandinavian heritage and for those who are interested in Nordic culture. The countries of Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and Iceland
comprise Scandinavia.

Adult Norden Club member $35
Adult non-member $40
Children (age 5-15) $15
Children under the age of 5 are free
Tables on a first come, first served basis. If you have a large party, we recommend arriving early.
Tables sit 8-10 guests.
Cancellation due to a weather event - only if LPS cancels school
The "snow date" is the following Monday, Dec.18.
Reservation deadline is Nov. 27 & advance payment by check is required.
Mail to: Norden Club - 5621 Bison Ct. Lincoln, Ne. 68516
5:30-6:30pm - Social Hour - hor'deuvres and cash bar
6:30-6:45pm - Welcome
6:45-7:45pm - Buffet line Dinner with dessert served at
table
7:45-9:00pm - Guest Speakers, Entertainment, and
Program
Silent Auction of Scandinavian items during the evening.
Questions? Please call or email Terri at: 402-421-7142 or terrijheckman@yahoo.com

Are you a Danish-American?
Source: www.visitdenmark.com
In the Census 2000,
approximately 1.5 million
Americans listed themselves as
having Danish ancestry.
Having Danish roots is
much more unusual than having
German, Irish or Italian roots.
The total number of immigrants
is low compared to many other
ethnic groups, and the Danes
often settled quickly into the
American melting pot society.
But Danish immigration to
America is an important chapter
of US and Danish history as well
as of many people’s personal
history.
How many Danes immigrated
to America and when?
Since 1820, 400,000-450,000

Danish people has immigrated
to the US, most of them
between 1880 and 1920. During
this time, about 10% of the
entire Danish population
immigrated. The immigration
started as a trickle. The first real
increase came in the late
1860’s. Immigration reached it
highest peak in 1881-90 when
88,000 Danes entered the US.
The United States was the
largest recipient of Danish
emigrants during this period.
Compared to the total number of
immigrants from Europe – 35
million came to the US from
1840 to 1914 – the Danes make
up a small, but important,
percentage.
According to the 2000 U.S.

Census, when ethnic heritage
questions were asked, Omaha
had 13,427 individuals claiming
Danish descent, making it the
American city with the highest
number of Danish descendants,
ahead of Los Angeles with
11,367 and New York City with
7,460 claiming Danish descent.
Nebraska, at 3.1 percent, is
second after Utah (6.5 percent)
(Many Danes became
Mormons) in terms of
percentage of Danish population
within the total state
population. Iowa is 5th with 2.3
percent.
Source: Danish Consulate of
Omaha

Learn a Few Danish Christmas Words!

Glædelig Jul
(glah-da-lig yule)
Danmark
(dan-mag)
Jul
(yule)
Julaften
(yule-aften)
Juletræ
(yule-traa)
Risalamande
(ris-ala-man-de)
Julemanden
(yule-man-den)
Julenisser
(yule-niss-er)
or Nisser
(niss-er)
“Nu er det Jul igen” (nu er det yule eeyen)

Merry Christmas
Denmark
Yule (Christmas)
Christmas Eve
Christmas Tree
Rice Pudding (Yum!)
Santa Claus Lit: The Yule Man
Christmas Elves
Christmas Elves
Christmas song “Now it is Yule Again!”

Courtesy Report
The following cards were
sent since our September 2017
newsletter.
A get well card was sent to
Stan Peterson. A get well card was
sent to Dr. Janet Lingren. Since
there were only two, let’s hope that

meant most members had a healthy
month. We like to recognize
important events in our Norden
members’ lives. If you know of
any member who is having a
special anniversary, special
landmark birthday, or achievement

recognized by the community,
illness or death in family, please
contact:
Mary Brass, Courtesy Chairman
402-483-0035
marycbrass@gmail.com

A Successful Summer of Work in Nebraska
The following historical church records were filmed this summer by Arkivdigital and are already listed on the
website. Many of these records are already indexed and available with an Arkivdigital subscription. The rest
and more will follow soon. If you had ancestors who attended churches in these areas, these records may prove
valuable to you. Search “Nebraska” at www.arkivdigital.ne Thanks to all for your interest and participation in
this project. – Phyllis Ericson
Aurora Covenant Church. Nebraska
Ceresco Evangelical Covenant Church, Nebraska
Ceresco Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Concord Concordia Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Davey Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Davey Nazareth Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Lincoln First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Mead Alma Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Oakland First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Oakland Salem Evangelical Covenant Church, Nebraska
Oakland West Side Methodist Church, Nebraska
Omaha (Benson) Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Omaha Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Omaha Bethel Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Omaha Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Valley Baptist-Presbyterian Church, Nebraska
Valley First and Second Baptist Church, Nebraska
Valley First Presbyterian Church, Nebraska
Wahoo (Swedeburg) Grace Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Wahoo Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Wahoo Swedeburg Covenant Church, Nebraska
Wakefield Evangelical Covenant Church, Nebraska
Wakefield Salem Lutheran Church, Nebraska
Waverly Bethlehem Covenant Church, Nebraska
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The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
make up Scandinavia.
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We hope to see you on December 11
The meeting is at Hillcrest Country Club. Cost is $35 per person for members ($40 nonmembers). We look forward to seeing you there. This is our Annual Smorgasbord and this
year features the Danish members of our club. You must make reservations and pay by
November 27.
Mail your check made out to Norden Club to: Terri Heckman 5621 Bison Ct., Lincoln, Ne.
68516. You will receive email confirmation once she receives your payment so please include
your current email address if it has changed within the past year. If you do not have email,
Terri will mail your confirmation via the postal service.

