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Smorgasbord Program
Once upon a time there
was a Danish storyteller named
Hans Christian Andersen. He
wrote over 100 stories of princesses and princes, girls so tiny
they fit in a thimble and a
dream god. Most of us think we
are familiar with Andersen's
tales, but probably don't know
the actual stories and certainly
don’t know as much about the

author as Lisa Kramme an independent scholar from Fremont,
NE.
Lisa grew up in the
Danish community of Cordova.
As a child she listened to her
father tell the tales of Hans
Christian Andersen that he
learned from the community’s
Danish immigrants. Lisa has
continued the storytelling tradi-

Deborah Greenblatt
and David Seay will perform at
the Norden Club’s Annual
Smorgasbord, Dec 8th. They
have played and sang their upbeat folk music for almost 40
years. Deborah is a classically
trained fiddler from Boston and
David is a poetic harmonica
player from Birmingham.
They play a variety of
folk instruments including fiddle, guitar, hammered dulcimer,
harmonica, banjo, penny whistles, records, and others.
They have performed
at thousands of concerts, festivals, state fairs, county fairs,
weddings, receptions, reunions,

schools, preschools, libraries,
senior citizen centers, nursing
homes, theaters, banquets, picnics, barbecues, and backyards.
They have participated in the
Nebraska Arts Council Touring
Program for over twenty years.
They are both recognized as
Master Artists by the Nebraska
Arts Council’s Artists in the
School’s and Communities Program.
One of the interesting
folk instruments that Deborah
has mastered is the nyckelharpa
(keyed-fiddle), a traditional
Swedish instrument, which has
existed for over 600 years old.
The modern nyckelharpa has 16

Janet Harms
Dorothy Ekblad

The nyckelharpa is played with
a short bow in the right hand,
and the left hand fingers push
down the keys to change pitches. Nyckelharpa players have to
feel their way around the keys,
because they can’t see the keys.
In Swedish, “nyckel” means
key, so that is why the instrument is often referred to as the
keyed fiddle from Sweden.

Cards sent: Barbara Johnson—Death of husband, Dr. Howard and Margaret Ottoson—70th Anniversary, Ron Johnson Family—Death of Sally, Phyllis Ericson—Thinking of you.
Charlene Johnson, Courtesy Chairperson

The Scandinavian
MidsumWeb Master
Len Nelson mer Festival, the
Sons of Norway, VASA, and the Omaha
Scandinavian Folk Dancers will participate in the annual Christmas Ethnic Festival at the Durham Museum in Omaha,
Friday, December 5, 5-9 p.m. Come and
enjoy the many dozens of booths, food
stalls, dancers, etc. at this gala evening.

Librarian

strings. Three of the strings play
melody and one is a drone
string. The remaining 12 strings
are tuned to the chromatic scale,
and add a haunting resonance to
the music.

Courtesy Report

Len Nelson
Ozzie
Gilbertson

tion of her father.
She will bring the delightful stories of Hans Christian Andersen to life in the imaginations of our Norden Club
members and guests as she
shares with us the tales by this
great Danish author. We will
learn about the life of H.C. Andersen, as she takes us back to
the stories of our childhood.

ETHNIC HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Ethnic Holiday Festival
Friday, December 5, 5-9PM
Learn how the world celebrates this joyful
time of year during the Ethnic Holiday
Festival. More than 20 local cultural organizations proudly display their crafts
and traditional dress, while musicians and
dancers perform throughout the evening.
Hard-to-find ethnic foods and gifts will be
available for purchase at this celebration.
Sponsored by the On Track Guild and

Pinnacle Bank.
General Information
Address:
801 South 10th Street,
Omaha, Ne 68108
Phone:
402-444-5071
Website:
www.DurhamMuseum.org
Admission:
Adults $9; Seniors (60+)
$7, Children (3-12) $6, Members & Children 2 & under are FREE
Thanks & we'll see everyone in a month!
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Presidents Corner
Christmas is always a special time
of year for Scandinavians of today.
It is a time for us to remember and
pass on the traditions of our ancestors. At our house, we celebrate
with a fusion of my husband’s
Swedish and my Danish traditions.
We have a mix of Dala horses,
straw Yule goats and woven red
and white hearts, molasses cookies
and Gløgg. As we unpack our ornaments and decorations to display
in our home, it brings back memo-

ries of old friends and family.
As Norden Club members, we
come together to end each year by
celebrating with a Scandinavian
Smorgasbord and program. Each
year we focus on a specific country
and this year we are having a Danish celebration.
I hope you can join in the celebration. Start your holiday season
with a bit of Scandinavia. Be sure
and help spread the word and invite
your friends and relatives to attend.

Everyone, young and old, will enjoy this special evening of Danish
nisse (gift giving elf), Scandinavian
folk music and tales by Hans Christian Anderson.
From my family to yours
Merry Christmas and Glædelig Jul
Phyllis Ericson
Norden Club President

Menu for Smorgasbord

Roast Pork with Apples & Prunes, Danish Meatballs with Brown Gravy,
Parsley Potatoes, Steamed Red Cabbage, Peas with Pearl Onions,
Fresh Fruit Salad, Brown Bread Rolls & Butter, Apple Cake with Sauce

2014 Smorgasbord Committee
We would like to recognize the planning committee for this year’s Smorgasbord. Planning an event of this
size takes commitment, time and effort. Please offer your appreciation to

the members of this committee for
stepping forward to ensure that this
Norden Club tradition continues.

Dorothy Ekblad, Phyllis Ericson,
Donna Hansen, Ingrid Hansen.
Terri Heckman, Phil Sorensen.

Leona Bellinger, Mary Brass,

21 Life Members were Inducted at September Meeting
We inducted 21 new Life Members at our
September meeting. They are Ralph &
Margaret Carlson, Jeanette Ecklund, Marvene Fredstrom, Clinton & Emogene Johnson, Lloyd & Barbara Johnson, Quentin &
Marie Johnson, Charlotte Luethje, Elva
Mares, Warren & Jane Mickelson, Rod &
Lajean Price, Dr. Eugene & Eileen Rudd,
Della Sandall, John & Doris Wolter. They

represent a combined total of over 650
years of Norden Club membership. We
thank them for their loyal service to out
club.
The picture is of the inductees
with president Phyllis Ericson.

MEMBERSHIP
The year of 2014 thus far has been
an excellent year in terms of new members. We have made strides in not only having past members bring their dues up to date,
but we have also added many new members.
We have appreciated the board’s efforts in
providing excellent programs, thus enhancing our Scandinavian heritage.
We still have a long way to go to
reach our goal of 300 members. We can
do this by simply bringing our dues up to

date. Many of you have not paid your dues
for the past two years and many have not
paid their 2014 dues. To make this 300 become a reality we will simply forego the
2014 dues (this year only). Keep The Norden Club of Lincoln strong by sending in
your dues for the year 2015 ($18.00 for couples and $10.00 for singles). Many of you
pay your dues at the Smorgasbord but
to alleviate holding up the line during registration we are asking you to

PLEASE have your checks made out ahead
of time or BETTER YET send your dues in
now to:
Karen Zins
4900 Bridle Lane
Lincoln, NE 68516
If you know of individuals that
might be interested in The Norden Club,
please call Ron Johnson at 488-3137, and I
will send them a registration form.
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Foundation News
Thanks to all of you, we had a
great response to Younker's booklet sales
at the September Norden Club dinner
meeting. Your $5.00 purchase per booklet
made a big difference. Every dollar counts
and that goes directly to the Foundation. As we close-in on the final days of
sales, we continue to dedicate ourselves to
this project. Again this year, Younker's
has rewarded us with extra time-slots at
their doors during the big event
days. Therefore, we have an added opportunity to sell more booklets.
Shortly after wrapping up the
Younker's project, we'll start organizing
Scandinavian items for the Foundation's

last fundraiser of the year. Watch for us at
the December Danish Smorgasbord. We'll
have several tables of Scandinavian silent
auction items, old and new, one of a kind
items just waiting for your bid. If you have
a Scandinavian item that you wish to donate, please give me a call at 402-4230023. Thanks to those who have contributed in the past, we have had many interesting items to auction. Several people mentioned last year that they really enjoyed
seeing the items offered and they had a
good time bidding on them. These unique
items go from one Scandinavian home to
another, where they will always be cherished.
Please remember that your Foun-

dation donations are really appreciated. They provide us with the resources to
offer scholarships and grants-in-aid. In
turn, those recipients present a program for
the Norden Club sharing their educational
experiences. Our Foundation purpose is to
assist those who want to learn more about
their Scandinavian heritage. Support the
preservation of our culture in America by
joining Norden Club. Thank you!
Happy Holidays from all of us to all of
you!
Norden Foundation President
Joan Tomlinson White

Treasurers Report
Thank you for paying your Norden
Club dues in 2014. It has been a good
year. I would encourage you to pay
your 2015 dues in December. Please
consider putting a check in the mail or
have a check written out ahead of
time at the smorgasbord. You can

combine dues and payment for dinner Karen Zins
in one check if you wish. Cash is al- 4900 Bridle Lane
ways accepted, of course.
Lincoln, NE 68516
If you have any questions, please call
me at 402-421-6003.
Send your checks to:

Danish Smorgasbord set for December 8
Come join the Danes as we celebrate our heritage with the Norden Club’s
annual Smorgasbord.

Monday, December 8
Annual Smorgasboard

The Norden Club of Lincoln will hold its
annual Scandinavian Christmas Smorgasbord
Monday, December 8, 2014
at The Falls Reception Hall, 5960 Adams, Lincoln, NE 68507.
5:30 PM Social Hour and Hors d’oeuvres with live music by Greenblatt & Seay
6:30 PM Danish Smorgasbord and music
Program: Tales from Hans Christian Andersen, by Lisa Kramme
The Norden Club of Lincoln has been holding a traditional Smorgasbord since the group was founded in 1947.
Returning by popular demand this year, is the musical group Greenblatt & Seay.
Nebraska scholar, Lisa Kramme always delights her audience as she presents some of the Tales from Hans Christian Andersen, the beloved Danish author.
 The event is $22.00 per person; $11 for children 12 years and under.
 Advance Reservations only. Deadline Monday, December 1, 2014.
 Members may make phone reservations to Dorothy Ekblad, 402-488-6313 and pay at the door the night of the
event or
 Mail your check to: The Norden Club, c/o Terri Heckman, 5621 Bison Ct., Lincoln, NE 68516.
For more information call Terri @ 402-421-7142.
What better way to celebrate the holidays than to join the Scandinavians for this festive holiday event. Space is
limited so place your reservation today!!
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The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
make up Scandinavia.

The Norden Club

of Lincoln
Since 1947

7100 Old Post Road
Lincoln, NE 68506
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We hope to see you on December 8
The Smorgasbord is at The Falls Reception Hall, 5925 Adams St at 5:30. The program includes
music by Greenblatt and Seay and a Hans Christian Anderson presentation by Lisa Kramme.
The menu for the Danish Smorgasbord includes many Danish dishes catered by Leon’s and the
cost is $22.00 per person. We look forward to seeing you there.
Call for reservations by Wednesday, December 3:
Dorothy Ekblad—402-488-6313
Leona Bellinger—402-484-7123
Cancellations need to be made by noon Wednesday, Dec 3. Norden Club is charged for all
dinners that are reserved. We appreciate you calling early if you know you can or can not attend.

