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Presidents Corner
Dear Norden Club
Members.

and the University of Nebraska. Ingrid
is a retired Nurse Practitioner and I am
a retired university professor. We have
I am looking
two grown children and one grandchild.
forward to working with
The two of us have been active in the
everyone as your new President. Ron
Scandinavian Midsummer Festival,
Nielsen has asked to step down and as
Scandinavian clubs, and activities over
Vice President I have agreed to move
the years. As you will read in this
up to that office. Ingrid and I have
newsletter, we have two exciting
been members of the club for about
Norden Club events coming up this
four years and have helped with the
year with which I hope you all will be
Swedish programs at those
involved. They are Norden Club’s 70th
smörgåsbords. Ingrid was born in the
Anniversary Celebration on September
province of Medalpad, and raised in
18 and our Christmas (Danish)
Karlstad, Värmland, Sweden. I was
Smörgåsbord on December 11. They
born in Nebraska and raised across the
promise to be good times for our club.
border in Missouri. After we married I
Ses! (See ya!) Del
attended the University of Stockholm

Congratulations Dorothy
Congratulations to Norden Club
member, Historian, Librarian, and Past
President, Dorothy Ekblad, on another
successful competition at the Nebraska
State Games. Dorothy again brought

home victories to add to her more than
200 medals she has earned in the past.
Way to go Dorothy! We are so proud of
you.

Visit the Norden Club Website at
NordenClub.com

Len Nelson

(We need a volunteer or two to help keep our website up-to-date…contact Len
Nelson (402-489-2290, ln41147@windstream.net or lennelson59@gmail.com)

Cheap or Inexpensive? Membership’s A Bargain!

With an average check of
$12.17 per person, Red Robin was
the cheapest chain restaurant on a
list of casual-dining chains
compiled by Morgan Stanley. With
an annual membership fee of $10
($18 for couples), the Norden Club
of Lincoln must be the least
expensive membership in

Nebraska! Make sure you tell your
friends and acquaintances of this
great bargain so they can also
support things Scandinavian! For
membership information and dues
payment, contact our Membership
Committee: Mary Brass (402 4830035 or marycbrass@gmail.com) or
Terri Heckman (402 421-7142 or

terrijheckman@yahoo.com). Our
goal is to increase memberships by
5 % by June 1, 2018. To do that,
we need you to help us identify and
register 20 new members. Please
forward names to Mary or Terri.
Thank you.
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Foundation News
With pens, paper and
applications in hand the Norden
Foundation Board members were
seated at a big round table ready to go
to work. It was time to delve into the
numerous 2017 scholarship and grant
applications.
Depending on the type of
Scandinavian study or project, some
entries could have more material than
others. We ask students to include
transcripts from school. Some choose
to include letters of recommendation
which gives us more insight into the
person applying. We are open minded
and never go into this with predisposed
ideas or conclusions. Some applicants
might be very creative in describing
their Scandinavian projects and others
are simply straight forward and
brief. Occasionally, we have questions
and have to call the applicant right
there on the spot to clarify a
statement. As a Foundation team, I
believe we try to be flexible and fair
with our discussions and

decisions. We work very well
together.
After our decisions are made,
the winning recipients receive a phone
call or email, announcing that they
have been chosen. I’m always amazed
at their enthusiasm for their project or
study. Some students work two or
three jobs, to ensure that they have
enough money for their educational
enrichment. For some recipients this is
an opportunity of a life time.
Our 2017 Foundation
recipients are as follows:
1). $500 Scholarship awarded to
Madeline Marie Jorgenson, age 14,
from Gothenburg. She has attended a
four week Swedish language and
cultural immersion program at
Concordia Language Villages, in
Moorhead, MN.
2). $500 Grant-in-Aid awarded to the
Scandinavian Midsummer Festival
Omaha, on June 11, 2017.
3). $1000 Scholarship awarded to

Kiana Lynn Sperl of Lincoln, attending
Nebraska Wesleyan University, with a
major in History Education. She is
now in Finland starting her fall
semester at the University of Jyvaskyla
in Finland.
4). $1000 Scholarship awarded to Jon
Akira Doyle of Elkhorn, NE, attending
the University of Washington in
Seattle. Jon has a double major in
Political Science and Environmental
Studies. He will travel to Denmark in
August and attend Aarhus University
for the fall semester.
We wish all of our recipients
the very best in their endeavors. And
we look forward to seeing our guest
speakers, Kiana and Jon in the spring
of 2018.
Thanks to all for your support
of the Norden Foundation and our
scholarship program.
Norden Foundation President
Joan Tomlinson White

Norden Club 2017 Calendar of Events
Sept 18
Sept 25
Oct 16
Oct 17
Oct 30
Nov 13
Dec 4
Dec 11

Regular Fall Dinner - 70th Anniversary Dinner at 6:30. Reservations needed.
Initial Smörgåsbord Committee Meeting 7:00-8:30 First Lutheran – Lower Level, # 6
Smörgåsbord Committee Meeting 7:00-8:30 First Lutheran – Lower Level, # 6
Norden Club Board Meeting 7:00-8:30 p.m. First Lutheran – Lower Level, # 6
Newsletter articles due to Len Nelson
Smörgåsbord Committee Meeting 7:00-8:30 First Lutheran – Lower Level, # 6
Smörgåsbord Committee Meeting 7:00-8:30 First Lutheran – Lower Level, # 6
Danish Jul Smörgåsbord - Hillcrest Club. Reservations and payment needed by November 27.

SMORGASBORD RESERVATIONS
We will start taking paid
reservations at the Sept.
Banquet for the Christmas
Smorgasbord on Dec. 11. We
encourage everyone to make
reservations before the hectic
Thanksgiving holiday time begins.
Don't miss this annual festive
tradition of Norden Club
celebrating Denmark this year!
The deadline cutoff for
paying for your reservation is Nov.
27. Cancellations for refunds must

be made by Nov. 27.
All members and
nonmembers must pay in
advance! Price is $35 for current
Norden Club members and $40 for
the general public. Make sure your
2017 annual dues are paid before
the Sept. banquet to receive the
member price. Children ages 515 are $15 and children under 5 are
free.
Please call Terri Heckman
at #402-421-7142 or

email: terrijheckman@yahoo.com
to reserve your spot. Mail your
payment to: 5621 Bison Ct.,
Lincoln, Ne. 68516. You will
receive email confirmation once I
receive payment. If you do not
have email, Terri will mail your
confirmation via the postal service.
I will need the names of all
in your party for those you will be
paying for. If you have any
questions about the reservation
process, please call Terri.
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A new clean-up practice will go into effect with the September meeting. To be
fair to everyone after each of the three regular meetings a different third of
those attending will be asked to stay a few minutes to help clean up the tables. On
September 18 folks with last names of ‘A’ through ‘I’ are being asked to stay for the
clean-up. Thanks for doing your part!

Christmas in Denmark!

Well, almost as good,
in Lincoln!

Enjoy Christmas this December 11 at the Norden Club Jul Smörgåsbord featuring Denmark,
things Danish, Danish-Americans, and a Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale skit at Lincoln’s
Hillcrest Country Club. (Snow date, Monday, December 18).
There will be Danish appetizers, Jul food and cookies, music, the Foundation Auction, the Hans
Christian Andersen Skit, decorations and costumes, Christmas carols, a Nisse, and of course, the old guy
himself. The cost per person for members is $ 35.00 ($40 for non-members) ($15 for age 5-15) which is the cost
that Hillcrest Country Club is charging the Club. Reservation must be prepaid and sent to Terri Heckman, 5621
Bison Court, Lincoln, NE 68516, 402 421-7142, terrijheckman@yahoo.com by Monday, November 27. We
expect to sellout table space again this year, so make your reservations and payment early and, of course,
before the November 27 deadline. No tickets will be sold at the door. All reservations must be prepaid to meet
our financial obligations. No refunds after November 27. See you there and Glædelig Jul!
Volunteers are needed for the Christmas Committee and its Subcommittees: Program, Food,
Decorations, Tickets, Foundation Auction, Scandinavian Student Invitations etc. Danish-Americans and other
Club members, please volunteer at our September 11 meeting or through Del Stites, delstites@gmail.com, 402
830-6679. Also, we need 5 volunteers to read parts in our Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale. Please contact
Del to volunteer and for details.

September Program
6:00 Social Time
6:30 Announcements
Opening Songs
Nomination and Election of Vice President
Grace and Supper:
Seared Pork Loin Chop moist & tender luncheon
portion served with Smoky Apple Au Jus
Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Steamed Vegetable Blend of broccoli,

cauliflower & sweet red peppers
Home-style Dinner Roll with Butter
Singing Happy Anniversary to the Club – Cutting
and serving the cake and coffee.
Celebration Cake - classic yellow cake with light
creamy frosting – Yum!
Program – Rick Steves – Copenhagen
Closing Song

Celebrate the Norden Club’s
70th Anniversary!
Celebrate our Club’s 70th Anniversary at our regular meeting, Monday,
September 18 at 6:30 at First Lutheran Church of Lincoln. Come have dinner with
us, help sing “Happy Anniversary”, cut and eat an Anniversary Cake, watch our
evening’s program, and receive a fine 70th Anniversary Commemorative present from the Club. Call
Dorothy Ekblad at 402-488-6313 to make your reservations! It will be well worth it! Dinner cost: $16.00
per person.
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The Heritage and Ancestry of our Members
LAST CALL AND FINAL NOTICE

In honor of the 70th year of the Norden Club and in recognition of our current members we wish
to create a book of biographies to supplement the 60th anniversary book about the club.
All members are encouraged to submit a current biography even if you were in the 60 th
anniversary book.
Send a short, 1 page biography about your Scandinavian Heritage and Ancestry and your
association with Norden Club. See the May Newsletter for ideas.
You may submit one photo to add to your page. Please tell Who – What – When and Where
about the photo.
Email your stories and photos to Phyllis.ericson@gmail.com no later than Sept 15, 2017 to be
included in the Anniversary book.
The book will be available in printed or PDF formats.

Update - Nebraska Scandinavian Church Records
Digitization Project
Phyllis Ericson
We discovered many treasures in
the church archives which have
now been digitally scanned.
As of Aug 15th, about 30 churches
and over 70,000 images have been
created. The biggest church was
Augustana in Omaha (included
Immanuel and Zion church records)
Here is a photo of Warren Johnson, with 115 books and over 11,000
Omaha and Sven from Sweden
images. The next biggest set of
scanning early church records at the records was First Lutheran at
First Lutheran Church, Lincoln.
Oakland with 61 books, 6,260

images.
Every day was busy until August 3.
Sven is now at Holdrege doing
records in the west. He reported
that they found over 300 transfer
papers (flyttningsbevis) at Fridhem
Lutheran at Funk.
These and other Scandinavian
church records are available to the
public at
https://www.arkivdigital.net/

Were Your Ancestors Nordic or Scandinavian?

Phyllis Ericson

Is there really a difference or are these two words interchangeable? Happily in the U.S. they seem to be
similar and are interchangeable. However in Northern Europe they pay attention to details.
There is the Scandinavian Peninsula - the area shared by Norway, Sweden, and part of northern Finland. So
technically the Scandinavian countries would be only Norway and Sweden.
Linguistically, Swedish, Norwegian and Danish has a common word called "Skandinavien" that refers to the
ancient territories of the Norsemen: Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. So with that in mind Scandinavia would
be Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
What about Iceland? It was a Norse region. In addition, the language in Iceland belongs to the same linguistic
family as Swedish, Norwegian and Danish as do the Faroe Islands. So Scandinavia would include Sweden,
Norway, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland. Right? But Swedish is used in parts of Finland just as Finnish is
spoken in Norway and Sweden. So now we have Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, and Finland.
So what are the "Nordic countries"? It came from the French words "Pays Nordiques" or "Nordic Countries",
which is commonly used by the French to refer to Scandinavia, Iceland, and Finland.
So at least we can rule out the Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. Neither the Baltic countries
nor Greenland is considered Scandinavian or Nordic. Or can we? They have been influenced both culturally
and historically by their Scandinavian neighbors. And remember that politically Greenland is part of the
kingdom of Denmark.
So there you have it. Now you know whether to use “Scandinavian” or “Nordic” the next time you have a
conversation with your cousins across the pond.
Summarized from - https://www.tripsavvy.com/difference-between-scandinavian-and-nordic-1626695
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Membership Report
Hello Norden Club
friends! We hope you had a nice
summer and are enjoying cooler
temperatures. We have a fun
meeting planned for the 70th
Anniversary of Norden Club on
Monday, September 18, 2017, at
6:30 pm. Our March, May, and
September dinner meetings are held
at First Lutheran Church, 1551
South 70th Street (south of 70th and
A Street).
If you would like to bring a
guest to our September meeting, or
any Norden meeting for that matter,
please feel free to do so! Just make
your reservations by September 13
so that we can have an accurate
headcount on meals. Our hope is

that your guest might be interested
in joining Norden Club!
We ALWAYS welcome new
members, and sharing an evening
dinner – fellowship – program is
the best way to bring in new folks.
Our membership dues are very low.
Annual dues for a couple are only
$18.00 per year, or only $10.00 for
a single.
No written requirements are
necessary. Everyone is welcome,
regardless of ethnic background.
We have name tags at the 4
dinner / program meetings that
include a sticker (or 2 stickers) that
identify your own Scandinavian
background. If someone does not
have Scandinavian heritage, do not

worry. We simply put an American
flag on their name tag.
A reminder to 15 members who
still need to pay your 2017 annual
dues. PLEASE pay 2017dues to
our Treasurer Ray Friesen as soon
as possible. Send your check to:
Ray Friesen, treasurer
9841 North 143rd Street
Waverly, NE 68462
Phone 402-786-2670
As you know, the best way to bring
in new members is by word of
mouth.
Mary Brass, Membership
Chairman
402-483-0035
marycbrass@gmail.com

Courtesy Report
The following cards were sent
since our May 2017 newsletter.
Ron and Jackie Johnson,
sympathy for the loss of Ron’s brother
who lived at Stromsburg.
Thinking of you card sent to
Carl Strom. Oscar Blomstedt,
sympathy for the loss of his wife,
Marcia Blomstedt. Pastor Harlan
Heier, sympathy for the loss of his
wife, Shirley Heier. Lana Peterson,
sympathy for the loss of her mother,
Bernice Peterson.
During August, 2017, a
sympathy card was sent to Dr. Janet
Lingren for the loss of a special friend,
Carl Strom. Carl was a licensed
hearing aid specialist. He was a
volunteer at Peoples City Mission and
100% Swedish.

Congratulations card to
Dorothy Ekblad. Dorothy was
featured on the cover of Living Well
magazine by Aging Partners, summer
2017 – Volume 13, Issue 3. Quoting
from the Living Well article: After
retiring from a 27-year career at
Lincoln’s VA Hospital, Dorothy has
participated in the Cornhusker State
Games since 1988. She always loved
sports in high school. Dorothy
participates in the track and field
category at Cornhusker State Games –
throwing the javelin, discus, shot put,
and the 50-meter run for the 90-94 age
group. In 1999, Ekblad was named
Cornhusker State Games Female
Athlete of the year. She was in tennis,
5-mile run, horseshoe pitching,
volleyball, the shot put, and discus.

Her favorite sport to compete
in now is the discus. See the full
article “Ekblad’s Endurance Yields
Athletic Accomplishments” in Living
Well magazine. Way to go, Dorothy!
You are a wonderful model for
healthy living!
We like to recognize
important events in our Norden
members’ lives. If you know of any
member who is having a special
anniversary, special landmark
birthday, or achievement recognized
by community, illness or death in
family, please contact:
Mary Brass, Courtesy Chairman
402-483-0035
marycbrass@gmail.com

Vice Presidential Election

Nominations and election of a new Vice President will occur at our September 18th meeting. Ron Nielsen has asked to
step down as President so Vice President Del Stites has agreed to take over that position. Please be ready to nominate
yourself or another to continue our club’s work. Thanks to Ron for his service to the Club.

Update your profile: Norden Club needs to keep up with changes in your life such as a new address or e-mail.

This will help us get the newsletters to you on time and also send you smorgasbord tickets or other club information. If
you have made changes to your address or e-mail, please inform Mary Brass, Membership Chairman 402-483-0035
marycbrass@gmail.com or Terri Heckman at #402-421-7142 terrijheckman@yahoo.com
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Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
make up Scandinavia.
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We hope to see you on September 18
The meeting is at First Lutheran Church. Cost is $16 per person for members & first time
guests ($21 non-members). We look forward to seeing you there. Dinner at 6:30 with 70th
Anniversary Party and program to follow. Our program will be presented by Rick Steves on
Copenhagen. Doors open at 5:30.
Call for reservations by Thursday, September 14
Dorothy Ekblad—402-488-6313
Cancellations need to be made by noon Thursday Sept 14. Norden Club is charged for all
dinners that are reserved. We appreciate you calling early if you know you can or can not
attend.

