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Your Board of Directors has brought you into the digital age. You no
longer need to wait for your newsletter to arrive in the mail. You already have it
and will not be getting another copy. I am changing the format so all the
information about the upcoming meeting will be on the first page so you can
print it out and keep it as a reminder. You can choose to print or read on-line
the rest of the newsletter. If you should misplace your copy, you can go to
www.nordenclub.com for another. You can register your attendance by clicking
on the red or green button to send an email to Ron Nielsen.
Len

Danish Chorister, Musicologist, Teacher, and
Museum Intern to Sing at March 19
Club Meeting.
Peter Dam-Hein, a new
Intern at the Museum of
Danish America, Elkhorn,
IA will sing and tell his
life story at the March 19
quarterly Norden Club Meeting at First
Lutheran Church. Peter, a native of
Logumkloster, Denmark, has studied
Church music, musicology, agriculture
and has worked as a teacher, chorister,
farmhand, and church singer in
Denmark. His has given performances

in Denmark, the Faroe Islands,
Germany, Poland, Hungary, France,
Belarus, and Spain. Make sure you
make your reservations early by using
the digital response tab, or an email to
Ron Nielsen, rnielsen2@neb.rr.com or
402 477-0065. The meeting on March
19 has doors opening at 5:30 and dinner
at 6:30. Meeting place is First Lutheran
Church, 1551 S 70th St.

Reservations for March Meeting
You can register your attendance by calling Ron/Karen Nielsen at 402-477-0065
or click on the appropriate button below and type your name(s) in the body of
the email.
Make your reservation or
I/We will
, I/We are not regrets . Include names of all
able to attend
be there
attendees in body of e-mail.

Yes,

No

The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
make up Scandinavia.
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Presidents Corner
Dear Norden Club
Members,
Our next
regular meeting will
be Monday, March
19, doors open at 5:30 p.m. (6:30
Dinner)
at First Lutheran Church, 1551
So. 70th Street, Lincoln. We are
excited to hear the young Danish
Chorister and Museum Intern,
Peter Dam-Hein.
Reservations are to be
made through Ron and Karen
Nielsen. rnielsen2@neb.rr.com
(402 477-0065)
Some important changes
have been approved by your
Norden Club Board.

$800.00 in postage and
commercial printing.
Of course, those receiving digital
newsletters may print their own
copies as desired. We hope
this change will enhance our
communication with you and
keep the club financially healthy.

2018 Christmas Smorgasbord to
be held on a Sunday Afternoon
Since it gets dark earlier
in December, since driving at
night during the
winter is more dangerous, since
finding the turnoff to the
Country Club has
proven difficult at night, and
since many of our seniors and
families have found they have
Digital Newsletters
needed to leave the Smorgasbord
Beginning with this
early, the Board has decided
Newsletter members who have
to have the 2018 Club’s
an email address will be receiving Christmas celebration on Sunday
their newsletters only digitally.
afternoon, December 9, 2018
It is important for us to have
with the Social Hour beginning at
your correct name and email
12:30 and Dinner at 1:30. More
addresses (as well as mailing
details will be forthcoming
addresses and telephone
during the year.
numbers).
The few members who
2018 Membership Dues
do not have email will receive a
Please pay your
paper copy printed off by an
membership dues as soon as
officer. Receiving the newsletters possible.
digitally will not only save us a
The fees are: Individuals: $15
lot of time and work, but about
Couples and Families $25.

Please send your name(s),
mailing address(es), telephone
number(s), and email
address(es), and Scandinavian
nationality(ies), if any, along with
your check to:
Ray Friesen, 9841 North 143rd
Street, Waverly, 68462.
(rfmf9841@windstream.net)
International Evening at the
Lincoln Children’s Museum
The Norden Club will
have a table at the International
Day at the Lincoln Children's
Museum on March 2nd from
5:00 -7:30 pm. If you are free,
come that evening and bring
some Scandinavian articles to
show-and-tell the children and
their parents. We will have some
activities for the kids to do and
membership forms for the adults.
(and some complimentary
Swedish Fish!)
Spread the word about
Norden Club to those around
you!

Del Stites, President
Norden Club of Lincoln

Meal Menu for March 19 Meeting
March 19 5:30 p.m. Meal
Menu - $14.00
For reservations please use the
digital tab or email Ron Nielsen
At rnielsen2@neb.rr.com, or call
402 477-0065

Fresh Green Beans
Home-style Dinner Roll and
Butter Cup
Eatery House Salad
Triple Layer Lemon Shortcake
Coffee

6-oz Glazed Ham
Homemade Scalloped Potatoes
with Cheddar and Parmesan

There have been some questions about
what determines the cost of our meals.
Here is the breakdown for March 19th:

Basic Meal
$ 10.29
House Salad
1.25
Shortcake
1.00
On-site Catering Fee
0.40
($25.00 total)
Club costs -See below: 1.06
$ 14.00
Other costs borne by Club: Coffee,
sugar, creamer, plates and utensils,
annual donation to Church for use of
Gymnasium and Board Meeting Room
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Foundation News
In September 2017, we
kicked off a three month long
fundraiser with Younker’s. It
began with booklet sales during our
September dinner meeting. We
certainly appreciated your
donations! Co-Chairs Karyn &
David Glenn went into sales mode,
making 2017 our best year yet for
booklet sales. A big thank you goes
out to David & Karyn for their team
work and the success of this
project. We also want to thank
Lana Peterson who assisted with
booklet sales at Younker’s. I
certainly value the time, and
donations from our very own
Foundation board members to make
this a success. We enjoyed working
with Younker’s on this Community
project. It provided an opportunity
to talk to shoppers about Norden
Club and the Foundation, while
raising money for the scholarship
program. Thank you to all
involved, we netted $1,589.95 for
the scholarship fund.
Dorothy Ekblad suddenly
passed away on November 14, 2017
at the age of 91. For many years
she and her father E. G. Ekblad,
were actively dedicated to the
continued growth of Norden Club
and all things Scandinavian. We
miss Dorothy’s presence, a kind
and gentle person, she will always
stay in our hearts. Thank you to so
many who gave a memorial

contribution to the Foundation on
her behalf. In our many
conversations she repeatedly stated
that Norden Club was her family,
enjoying every Norden
meeting. Dorothy always looked
forward to the educational programs
presented to Norden by our
scholarship and grants recipients.
Within the last year, the
Danish word: “hugge,” has become
very popular. It means the
deliberate practice of taking
pleasure in the presence of gentle,
soothing things. When I look at the
Silent Auction tables full of
wonderful Scandinavian items, a
nice variety of old and new, I think
of the word “hugge.” I wondered
who previously owned the items,
their history, and how many miles
they traveled to finally end up with
us. Each item was uniquely
Scandinavian! Throughout the year
we accept items for the Foundation
Silent Auction. I was happily
overwhelmed by the number of
contributions received the night of
the Smorgasbord. Thank you to the
following who donated items to the
auction: Doris Christensen, Donna
(Christensen) Thomas, Lisa
Culbertson, Danish Windmill in Elk
Horn, Iowa, Dorothy Ekblad
family, Phyllis Ericson, Frontier
Bank, Sandy Fruwirth, Karyn &
David Glenn, Donna Hansen, Ingrid
Hansen, Marleen Johnson, Ruth

Maaske, Museum of Danish
America, Elk Horn, Iowa, Carol
Reed, Connie Schneider, Ingrid &
Del Stites, Louise Terrell and Janet
& Wayne Wellman. If I have
overlooked anyone please let me
know and we will add your name to
our “thank you” list. We want to
thank those who purchased items,
and are now enjoying them. We
raised $1,301.00 for the scholarship
fund.
We are now focusing on our
next round of Foundation
responsibilities. The week of
February 12, our 2018 Foundation
Scholarship packet arrived in many
mailboxes. Read more about us in
our Foundation brochure, offering
our history, purpose, and how we
help to promote the culture and
heritage of Scandinavia. Check out
a copy of the application on the
Norden Club website
t www.nordenclub.com. Find the
Norden Club Foundation tab, and
follow instructions on the
application. As we begin a new
year, with your help and support we
will continue to grow our Norden
Scandinavian legacy.

Joan Tomlinson White
Norden Foundation President

Visit the Norden Club Website at
NordenClub.com
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President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Ad hoc

2018

Norden Club Board Members
Del Stites
delstites@gmail.com
Cyndi Mattson
cydimattson@gmail.com
Sandy Hanson
sjhquilter@gmail.com
Ray Friesen
rfmf9841@windstream.net
Ron Nielsen
rnielsen2@neb.rr.com
Joan Tomlinson White
joantw@inebraska.com

2018 Norden Club Committee Chairs
Programs
Cyndi Mattson
cydimattson@gmail.com
and Ron Nielsen
rnielsen2@neb.rr.com
Membership
Mary Brass
marycbrasss@gmail.com
Courtesy
Terri Heckman
terrijheckman@yanoo.com
Newsletter
Len Nelson
lennelson59@gmail.com
Historian, Librarian, Former President
Phyllis Ericson
phyllis.ericson@gmail.com
Executive Committee: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Past President
Membership Committee:
Terri Heckman and Mary Brass
Nominating Committee: Executive Committee
Song Leader
Kendra Hartwig
kyhartwig@gmail.com
Pianist
Kristina Hansen
mt59538@yahoo.com
Norden Club Foundation
Joan Tomlinson White
joantw@innebraska.com
Christmas Smorgasbord Committee - TBD
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402 830-6679
402 334-2253
402 261-4289
402-786-2670
402 477-0065
402 423-0023
402 334-2253
402 477-0065
402 483-0035
402 421-7142
402 489-2290
402 499-6594

402 483-4902
402 390-3831
402 423-0023

2018 Membership Dues
Please pay your membership dues as soon as possible.
The fees are:
Individuals:
$15
Couples and Families $25.
Please send your name(s), mailing address(es), telephone number(s), and email address(es), and
Scandinavian nationality(ies), if any, along with your check to:
Ray Friesen, 9841 North 143rd Street, Waverly, 68462. (rfmf9841@windstream.net)

Norden Club 2018 Calendar of Events
2018 Norden Club Calendar
2018 Membership Meetings - 5:30 p.m. First Lutheran Church:
Monday, March 19
Monday, May 21
Monday, September 17
Sunday, December 9 12:30 p.m. Christmas Smorgasbord
2018 Board Meetings – 7:00 p.m. First Lutheran, Room # 7
Tuesday, March 27
Tuesday, August 14
Tuesday, October 16
Norwegian Christmas Smorgasbord Committee - TBD
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Courtesy Report
It is with great sadness that we have lost two wonderful members of Norden Club. Dorothy Ekblad,
91, passed away November 15, 2017. Her memorial service was November 21, 2017, at First Lutheran
Church. Several Norden Club members and Danish Sisterhood members attended. Dorothy was a nurse at
Lincoln’s VA Hospital, and for Bryan Health, for 27 years. She participated in the Cornhusker State Games
each year since 1988. The Lincoln Journal Star remembered Dorothy and her marvelous athletic spirit in an
article written November 27, 2017, by reporter Tess Williams. Dorothy’s parents were founding members of
Norden Club.
Frank M. Mook, 90, passed away December 12, 2017. His memorial service was December 19, 2017,
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. Frank served in the U.S. Army, worked at Hinky Dinky, and owned
Mook’s Grocery. He also worked at Union Insurance and owned Interstate Properties. He is survived by two
daughters and his special friend, Violet Lehman.
A congratulations card was sent to Maxine Moul who was featured in the Lincoln Journal Star “L”
Magazine – December issue – Volume 16, page 23. The nice article summarized Maxine’s journalistic career
with the Syracuse Journal-Democrat, her political work, and term as Lt. Governor 1991 – 1993. She was the
Director of Nebraska Department of Economic Development 1993 – 1999. Maxine was also president and
communications director for the Nebraska Community Foundation, 1999 – 2006
Maxine Moul has been involved with several Boards and Commissions, too numerous to list.
Congratulations, Maxine, on well-deserved accolades for all of your community service!
We like to recognize important events in our Norden members’ lives. If you know of any member
who is having a special anniversary, special landmark birthday, or achievement recognized by community,
illness or death in the family, please contact: Mary Brass, Courtesy Chairman, 402-483-0035 or
marycbrass@gmail.com.

There is extra Christmas cheer in the Swedish town of Gavle this year because its annual giant straw
goat has survived for more than three weeks.
Last year's goat fell victim to an
arsonist on 27 November, less than
24 hours after it had been erected.
Standing 13 metres (43ft) tall, it is
the world's biggest straw goat.
Most of its incarnations have been
burnt or vandalised since 1966,
when the tradition began. However
this year, the goat is still sending
merry tweets.
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Facts About Norway

·
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Population: Over 5.2 million people live in Norway (2017)
Capital: Oslo, which is the thir d biggest city in Scandinavia (after
Stockholm/Sweden and Copenhagen/Denmark), with over 660,000
inhabitants.
Name: Kingdom of Norway, short: Norway, in Norwegian: Nor ge
Government: Constitutional Monar chy
Language: Norwegian
Religion: mainly Christians (mor e than 70% ar e Evangelical Luther an)
Life expectancy: 79 year s
Currency: 1 Norwegian Kr one (NOK)=100 or e
National Symbol: Lion
National Day: 17 May (Constitution Day)

70th Anniversary Supplement
In case you missed it, the 70th Anniversary Supplement is complete. The membership agreed to have
one created and you can get your own copy.
You may either order yours directly through Lulu.com or mail me a check by FRIDAY FEBRUARY
23rd. $18 each. 46 pages printed in color. Contains last 10 years of Norden Club history, list of officers, and
member biographies and ancestor stories.
Make checks payable to:
Phyllis Ericson
Mail check, your Phone #, Email
address to Phyllis Ericson, 4130 N
42nd St. Cir, Lincoln, NE 68504.
Delivery: March Norden Club
Meeting, March 19, 2018 or arrange
for pickup.
Phyllis.ericson@gmail.com
402.499.6594
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Memories from the 2017 Danish Smorgasbord
Our Danish Smorgasbord was held on December 11 at Hillcrest Country Club.

Here are some pictures from that event.

More pictures are available on our web site at:
http://nordenclub.com/recent-events/danish-smorgasbord/
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Annual Swedish Tourist Events
January
Kiruna Snow Festival, Kiruna. The biggest snow festival in Europe takes place in this far northern city under
the northern lights, featuring dog-sledding and reindeer racing. January 27 to February 1.
Gothenburg Film Festival, Gothenburg. Entering its fourth decade, this festival attracts film buffs from all over
Europe, showing 400 movies, often months before their official release. January 23 to February 2.

April
Walpurgis Night, nationwide. Celebrations with bonfires, songs, and speeches welcome the advent of spring.
These are especially lively celebrations among university students at Uppsala, Lund, Stockholm, Gothenburg,
and Umeå. April 30.
May

Drottningholm Court Theater, Drottningholm. Some 30 opera and ballet performances, from baroque to early
romantic, are presented in the unique 1766 Drottningholm Court Theater in Drottningholm, with original decorative
paintings and stage mechanisms.
Late May to late September
Midsummer, nationwide. Swedes celebrate Midsummer Eve all over the country. Maypole dances to the sound of
the fiddle and accordion are the typical festive events of the day. Dalarna observes the most traditional celebrations. MidJune.
July

Around Gotland Race, Sandhamn. The biggest and most exciting open-water Scandinavian sailing race starts and
finishes at Sandhamn, in the Stockholm archipelago. About 450 boats, mainly from Nordic countries, take part. Two days
in mid-July.
Rättviksdansen (International Festival of Folk Dance and Music), Rättvik. Every other year, for some 20 years,
around 1,000 folk dancers and musicians from all over the world have gathered to participate in this folkloric tradition. Last
week in July.
Stockholm Jazz Festival, Stockholm. This is a big summer event occurring on the grounds and inside the Modern
Art Museum on the island of Skeppsholmen. An outdoor band shell is erected, and members of the audience sit on the lawn
to hear top jazz artists from Europe and America. Last week in July for 7 days.
Gay Pride, Tantolunden at Liljeholmsbron, Stockholm. The largest gay pride festival in the Nordic countries
features workshops, concerts, theater, and attractions for 1 week. There's even a local parade where Vikings go gay and/or
in drag. July 31 to August 6 (dates can vary).
August

Medieval Week, Gotland. Numerous events are held throughout the island of Gotland -- including medieval tours,
concerts, plays, festivities, and shows. Early August.
Minnesota Day, Utvandra Hus, Växjoü (Småland). Swedish-American relations are celebrated at the House of
Emigrants with speeches, music, singing, and dancing; the climax is the election of the Swedish-American of the year.
Second Sunday in August.
December
Nobel Day, Stockholm. The king, members of the royal family, and invited guests attend the Nobel Prize
ceremony for literature, physics, chemistry, medicine, physiology, and economics. Attendance is by invitation only. The
ceremony is held at the concert hall and followed by a banquet at City Hall. December 10.
Lucia, the Festival of Lights, nationwide. To celebrate the shortest day and longest night of the year, young girls,
called "Lucias," appear in restaurants, offices, schools, and factories, wearing floor-length white gowns and special
headdresses, each holding a lighted candle. They are accompanied by "star boys" -- young men in white, with wizard hats
covered with gold stars, each holding a wand with a large golden star at the top. One of the "Lucias" is eventually crowned
queen. In olden days, Lucia was known as "Little Christmas." This celebration is observed nationwide. The best place for
tourists to observe this event is at the open-air museum at Skansen in Stockholm. December 13.

