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Norden Executive Board cancels December Christmas
Smörgåsbord
Dear Norden Club
Members,
The COVID-19 pandemic has
certainly taken its toll this year on
the whole world as well as our
Club. With regrets the Executive
Board has decided to cancel this
year’s December Christmas
Smörgåsbord for the sake of safety
and the well-being of members and
their guests. We had gone into
2020 with many new members,
having just finished good quarterly
meetings, speakers, special
meetings, and trips. Perhaps 2021
will be a better year.

My term as President of the Club is
ending next month and Ted Ericson
has volunteered to become our next
president. Ted has been very active
these past years and has served us
so well as Treasurer. In the new
year, he and the board will be
guiding us through the plans for the
club. Also, Cyndi Mattson is
ending her term as Vice
President. So, next spring we will
need to choose a new Vice
President and Treasurer. Thank
you, Cyndi, for your hard work for
the club.
Remember, those who have paid

Get ready for winter

their 2020 memberships will have
their membership extended through
2021. We are sending out this
Norden Club Christmas Newsletter
to keep you up to date.
With concern for you and the
Club and with warm regards,
Happy Thanksgiving!
(Didn’t the Scandinavians actually
invent Thanksgiving? Yes, but
Lutefisk Day never caught on!)
Del Stites, President
Norden Club of Lincoln
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President’s Corner
Dear Loyal Norden
Club Members.
Since we will not
see each other at
Thanksgiving nor
Christmas time this year….Happy
Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!
It is sad that we have had to cancel
our Fall Quarterly Meeting and the
Jul Smörgåsbord. So when the
times comes, it might be good to
have an extra slice of Thanksgiving
pumpkin pie and another cup of
Scandinavian Christmas Glögg.
This Christmas I complete my terms
as the Norden Club President. Ted
Ericson will be taking over as
President in 2021. Please give him
the same wonderful support you
have given me. His present office as

Treasurer will need to be filled as
well as Cyndi Mattson’s as she is
stepping down as Vice President.
Please let Ted know if you will
volunteer for one of those positions.
There will be a formal election
whenever the Club can get together
next. Thanks to all the Officers,
Committee Chairs, and volunteers
who have helped the Club and me
so much these past years.
Remember your 2020 membership
has been extended through 2021 as
well. Also, remember, that it is not
always wise to judge the future by
the present moment…some day this
pandemic will be under better
control!
Ingrid and I have both been sick
with the virus. I was hospitalized

for 6 days and with the exception of
being tired, I am now well. Ingrid,
however, was hospitalized twice (8
days) and had a COVID-19 induced
stroke. She is taking physical
therapy now to improve her
walking. Her retention of memories
has been weakened and she has lost
about one-third of her vision in her
right eye. We are both of good
cheer and enjoying our time
together and the love, help and
companionship of our family,
friends and Norden Club folks.
With warmest regards.
God Jul och Gott Nytt År!
Del and Ingrid Stites

Treasurer’s Report - Norden Club, November 10, 2020
Current Balance, Wells Fargo Account is $9,596.26
Cash on Hand is $120.00
Total = $9,716.26
We currently have 79 paid members, including our Life Members. This compares with 153 paid members,
including Life Members, at the end of 2019. Please note that all paid members in 2020 are being carried
over to 2021 as paid members.
Please contact me at 402-464-4682 or tedandphyllis72@aol.com if you have questions.
Thanks.
Ted Ericson

Today’s Quote:
When Covid ends you will either be a Monk, a Drunk, a Hunk, or a Chunk.
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Incoming Presidents Message

Dear Norden Club Members,
It is mid November and we are
deep into the Covid-19 Pandemic.
As I write this Pfizer just
announced the vaccine they are
working on is 90% effective. That
should be hailed as good news by
most all concerned. This is one of
the quickest development processes
for vaccines, if not the quickest
ever. Hopefully it will be deemed
safe enough to move forward with.
Having worked in the
Pharmaceutical Industry in the past
I have learned that there can be
numerous road blocks and hurdles
to cross in developing safe and

effective drugs, and even then the
side effects are balanced vs. the
benefits.
Thank you Del Stites for your
leadership the past three years. I
can only hope to be as enthusiastic
and knowledgeable as you have
been in leading Norden Club. Also
thank you Cyndi Mattson for your
service and hard work as Vice
President. For both of you, and the
club as a whole it has been a
challenging year. Given we are
primarily a club based on face to
face meetings and presentations, it
has made for basically a year of
trying to mainly stay in touch. As

you can see in the above even
Hagar is a little stressed after 2020.
I look forward to better things for
Norden Club in 2021. My
expectation is we probably won’t
be able to meet until spring, and
even then, maybe later in the
spring. I am optimistic that we will
be able to hold the Christmas
Smorgasbord next December.
May all of you have a happy and
safe Holiday Season.
Ted Ericson, President in Waiting
Norden Club of Lincoln
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Foundation News
Greetings Dear Norden Club
Members:
During this worldwide
COVID-19 pandemic, I have
noticed three patterns that seem to
stand out for me. The first point is
that we are more aware of our
health and how to survive. We are
a resilient nation. The second
point is that we appear to be closer
to our family and friends. And the
third point is that many of us are
more concerned about others, often
lending a helping hand to those we
don’t even know. This has been a
time to reflect and become more
patient and more
understanding. This pandemic has
affected all of us in so many ways.
Even though we haven’t
had the opportunity to meet with
our Norden friends in person this
year, rest assured the Foundation
and Norden Club business
continues. When it is appropriate,
we look forward to seeing
everyone again and resuming our
Norden Club activities. In
communicating with the
Foundation Board members, they

want to continue with a year-end
fundraiser. As we all know, the
Norden Club Smorgasbord has
been canceled. We take great pride
in the work that goes into planning
this holiday activity and making
this a special time for our members
and guests.
The December celebration
gives us the opportunity to hold
our “once a year” auction to raise
money for our Foundation
work. Some ideas have been
tossed around. In looking for a
name for our 2020 fundraiser, we
came up with a “No-Bake-SaleAuction;" another option is to call
this a “COVID-AbsenteeAuction.” We won’t have paper
and pens to jot down a bid, no
signs, no directing traffic, no final
bid, and no checkout. In addition,
no tables to organize and no
Scandinavian items for sale.
We need your help! This
year we are asking you to sit down
at home and write out a donation
check to the Norden Club
Foundation. We thank you in
advance and we appreciate your
continued support! Clearly, our

goal is to give financial support to
those seeking assistance with
scholarships and grants-inaid. Our recipients later provide
remarkable programs showcasing
their Scandinavian experiences. It
would be best if you could send
your donation to my address: Joan
Tomlinson White, C/o Norden
Club Foundation, 1667 Cheyenne
St., Lincoln, NE 68502.
As we cautiously approach
a new year, I’m hoping for a more
positive experience of community
life for all of us. We are thinking
of our Norden Club friends and
wishing you a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas
and a Happier 2021. Norden
Foundation President, Joan
Tomlinson White and The Norden
Club Foundation Board
Members: Verla & Gordon
Youngquist, Karyn & David
Glenn, Jan Lingren, Len & Arlene
Nelson.
Joan Tomlinson White, President,
Norden Club Foundation

Courtesy Report
Our sympathies go to the
family of Elva Mares who passed
away October 7, 2020. Elva was
born and raised at her family’s
farm outside of Bertrand,
Nebraska. Elva attended and
graduated from Doane College
where she met Jack Mares of
Wilber. They were married
September 1952 until Jack’s death
in 1995.
A woman of deep faith, Elva Mares
served as the parish secretary for
First Lutheran Church for over 30

years. She touched countless
lives through her work at First
Lutheran, providing thoughtful
care and friendship to all those who
came through its doors.
Elva was preceded in death by her
husband Jack and son, David. She
is survived by 2 daughters – Diane
Mares of Prairie Village, Kansas,
and Mary Mares of Bethesda,
Maryland. Daughter-in-law Jan
Mares Modica of Gretna. Elva
had 3 grandchildren, Nate, Natalie,
and Jackie. A private family

service was held October 12, 2020,
at First Lutheran Church. Burial at
the Wilber Czech cemetery.
We like to recognize important
events in our Norden members’
lives. If you know of any member
who is having a special
anniversary, special landmark
birthday, or achievement
recognized by the community,
illness or death in family, please
contact Mary Brass, Courtesy
Chairman
marycbrass@gmail.com
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Membership Report
Greetings to all Norden Club friends! We would like to share a very uplifting letter from one of our long-time
members. Sometimes those of us who volunteer for a club wonder if our efforts are appreciated. President Del
Stites was delighted to receive the following letter from Mrs. Virginia M. Olson and with her permission we
share it with you.
Dear Mr. Stites,
Thank you for always sending the Norden Club news. My husband Evert G. Olson
(Swedish) and I, Virginia M. Olson (German), were chosen Honorary Life Members of the
Norden Club of Lincoln December 1999 by Ron and Sally Johnson.
My husband, Evert G. Olson, passed away June 8, 2006. Before his retirement, Evert was
Chief Accountant at the Veterans Administration Hospital here in Lincoln. I am 96 years
of age and will be 97 on December 11. I was a teacher in my young years. I taught in
several rural schools in the Pickrell area.
My husband was a 2nd Lieutenant on a B-24 Bomber stationed in northern England during
World War II. He received 2 Bronze Stars from President Roosevelt. They flew their
missions over Germany.
We are both charter members of the Sheridan Lutheran Church here in Lincoln that was
organized in January 1952. We did lay calling and served on a number of committees,
teaching, and I played the organ when necessary.
I live in a townhouse and have been fortunate to do the necessary jobs and book work. I
have one daughter, Suzanne Tyrrell and her husband Chandler. They have been active in
Rotary. I have one grandson living in Phoenix with his wife and son.
Thank you for keeping in touch,
Sincerely, Virginia M. Olson
Remember - everyone is welcome to join Norden Club. Are you Irish or German? Are you French or Italian?
You do not have to be Swedish, Norwegian, or Danish to enjoy membership in Norden Club. If someone does
not have a Scandinavian heritage, do not worry. We simply put an American flag on their name tag. Norden
Club is about learning, cultural education, and good fellowship.
Annual dues are reasonable. Dues for a couple or family are just $25. Dues for a single are only $15. Please
send your check to Treasurer Ted Ericson. If you have any questions about dues, please contact Ted at 402499-6594
Ted Ericson, Treasurer
4130 North 42nd Street Circle
Lincoln, NE 68504
Any membership questions? Mary Brass (marycbrass@gmail.com)
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Coronavirus Update – Scandinavia

NOTE: All updates are from early November.
Norway (From lifeinnorway.net)

UPDATED 6 NOV: Norway's prime minister has advised everyone to “stay at home” as the country
grapples with a rising infection rate. Most people arriving in Norway now face a mandatory quarantine
period. Read on for details.
The latest infection numbers in Norway - There have been 23,225 positive cases in Norway at the time of
writing, with 285 people now confirmed dead. There are 87 people hospitalized around the country, a number
which has increased substantially in the last two weeks. 16 of those hospitalized are in intensive care.
Most European countries are now experiencing a second wave. There are now clear signs of a similar trend in
Norway. At first it was localized but now it seems to be turning more national.
All of Norway's counties have recorded at least 300 positive test results. The most are in Oslo (7,144),
followed by Viken county (6,382), Verstand (3,449), Innlandet (1,301) and Rogaland (1,183). So far,
Nordland (362), Møre og Romsdal (497) and Troms og Finnmark (644) have recorded the fewest positive test
results.
Norway's prime minister Erna Solberg has announced a set of new nationwide measures valid until early
December. These include a recommendation to stay at home and avoid social contact as much as possible.
Meanwhile, the City of Oslo announced a stricter “social shutdown” that will take effect from 10
November for at least three weeks.
The new national measures include a limit of five guests in private homes. If all guests are from the same
household, there can be more. In addition, people are asked to limit their social interactions during the course
of a week. Outside the home, the private event limit is reduced from 200 to 50 people.
Arrivals from many European (EU/EEA/Schengen) countries had been able to enter Norway with no
quarantine requirement since July 15, but things are now quite different. Norway categories European
countries as “red” if they are experiencing an increasing level of infections. Arrivals from these “red
countries” will have to quarantine for 10 days, essentially ruling out tourism from those countries.

Denmark (from RNZ.Co.NZ)
Around 17 million minks to be culled by Denmark after mutated Covid-19 strain discovered.
Danish authorities have said a lockdown will be introduced in some areas of the country over coronavirus
mutation found in mink that can spread to humans. Bars, restaurants, public transport, and all public indoor
sports will be closed in seven North Jutland municipalities. The restrictions will come into effect from Friday
and initially last until 3 December.
The Scandinavian country is the world's biggest producer of mink fur and its main export markets are China
and Hong Kong. Culling began late last month, after many mink cases were detected. On Thursday, the
World Health Organization said mink appear to be "good reservoirs" of coronavirus. It also commended
Denmark's "determination and courage" for going ahead with the culls, despite the economic impact it would
bring. Coronavirus cases have been detected in other farmed mink in the Netherlands and Spain since the
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pandemic began in Europe. But cases are spreading fast in Denmark - 207 mink farms in Jutland are affected
- and at least five cases of the new virus strain were found. Authorities said 12 people had been infected with
the new strain.
Under the new rules, gatherings of 10 or more people will be banned, and locals have been urged to stay
within the affected municipalities and get tested.
At a press conference, Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said: "Right now the eyes of the world are resting on
us. I hope and believe that together we can solve the problems we face." On Wednesday, Frederiksen said the
mutated virus had been found to weaken the body's ability to form antibodies, potentially making the current
vaccines under development for Covid-19 ineffective.
Since the start of the pandemic Denmark has reported 52,265 human cases of Covid-19 and 733 deaths, data
from Johns Hopkins University shows.

Sweden (from Reuters.com)

STOCKHOLM, Nov 3 (Reuters) - COVID-19 cases are increasing fast in Sweden, Prime Minister Stefan
Lofven said on Tuesday as he announced stricter recommendations for another three regions amid signs the
resurgence was beginning to lift deaths from the disease. "We have a very serious situation," Lofven told a
news conference. "More and more intensive care beds are now being used to treat COVID patients. The
respite we got this summer is over."
The new regional guidelines mean 70% of Swedes now live under the stricter, if still voluntary,
recommendations that include working from home if possible and avoiding public transport, shopping malls
and gyms.
Lofven also said diners at restaurants would be limited to parties of eight people. While this represented a
tightening, it still fell short of many other European countries where restaurants have been closed or restricted
to limited hours and take-aways.
"We want and have based our decisions from the beginning on following a consciously long-term strategy to
do what is sustainable in the long run and that we can gain the widest possible acceptance for," Lofven said.
Health Agency statistics on Tuesday showed Sweden registered 10,177 new coronavirus cases since its
previous update on Friday. Cases in the Nordic country, which does not publish new COVID-19 data over
the weekend and Mondays, have risen sharply in recent weeks, repeatedly hitting daily records last week.
"The development is going in the wrong direction in many ways," Chief Epidemiologist Anders Tegnell told a
separate news conference. "We see tendencies that deaths are starting to creep up, if from very low levels."
Sweden registered 31 new deaths since Friday, taking the total to 5,969 during the pandemic. Sweden's death
rate per capita is several times higher than Nordic neighbors but lower than some larger European countries,
such as Spain and Britain.

Finland (from yle.fi/uutiset)

Finland has by far lowest rate in EU/EEA
The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) says Finland has by far the lowest
coronavirus infection rate in the EU/EEA, with 51.9 cases per 100,000 residents over the past two weeks. On
Friday it said Finland's southern neighbor Estonia has the second-lowest rate at 91.9.
Meanwhile Scandinavian neighbors Sweden and Norway have rates of 317.1 and 105.3 respectively. The only
other countries with less than 200 are Latvia and Ireland.
The highest rates are in Belgium and the Czech Republic, both with over 1,500 cases per 100,000 people in
the past 14 days.
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