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March Program Via Zoom
“New Nordic Cuisine”
Monday, March 15, 2021, 7:00 pm. (Link will go live
at 6:45 pm)
Speaker – Tova Brandt, Executive Director and
Albert Ravenholt Curator of Danish-American
Culture
Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn, Iowa
See page 8 for more details
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Terri Heckman
Del Stites

Ron & Karen Nielsen

The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make up Scandinavia.
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President’s Corner
Dear Norden Club
Members,
I am writing this
right after the 15inch snowstorm
we had in Lincoln
on January 25-26.
Sometimes living in Lincoln is not
as much fun as other times. The snow looks nice but it is very hard to get around and where do you put it all
to get it out of the way so you can move around? Hagar might have a good point there(?)
We are now going on the end of January and the Covid Vaccines are starting to be administered.
Many of you may be registered but you don’t know when you may get the vaccine. Some may already have
been vaccinated. Sounds like it will be into spring, maybe May, before a large number of us have the
vaccine. The world is dealing with variants of Covid-19 which are proving to be a very big problem as
evidenced by the following:
Norway Covid Status - Border closure: For two weeks from January 29, the Norwegian border is
closed to most non-residents in a bid to halt the further spread of coronavirus variants into Norway. Only
“socially critical” travel is permitted. As of January 2, 2021, all arrivals in Norway will be subject
to mandatory testing. Denmark Covid Status – As of January 21, Denmark closed its borders to everyone
except for Danes, Danish residents, and green card holders until April 14. Medical supplies, food and other
essential imports will still be allowed to enter the country. Sweden Covid Status – In late January, Sweden
planned to introduce a temporary ban on entry from Norway, it said on Saturday, due to the spread of a new
mutated form of the coronavirus in the neighboring country. Norway's Capital Oslo and nine nearby
municipalities earlier in the day imposed some of their toughest lockdown measures yet after an outbreak of
the more contagious coronavirus variant, first identified in Britain.
I again want to thank Del Stites for his leadership the past three years. I can only hope to be as
enthusiastic and knowledgeable as he has been in leading Norden Club. We will continue to look for his
guidance as we restart our programs. Speaking of Programs, we just held an Executive Board Meeting via
Zoom on January 25, our first meeting in a year. Based on the current status of the Covid-19 Pandemic
projections regarding where we will be at the times of our meetings, we agreed on the following current
Meeting schedule for 2021:
· Monday, March 15, 7:00 pm. Will be held via Zoom. Program—”New Nordic Cuisine” presented by
Tova Brandt.
· Monday, May 17, 7:00 pm. Will be held via Zoom. Program TBD.
· Monday, September 20, 6-8:00 pm. Dinner meeting at location to be confirmed. Program TBD.
· Sunday, December 5, Noon – Christmas Smorgasbord at Hillcrest Country Club in Lincoln.
As you can see, we feel that by Fall we should be able to meet at a Dinner Meeting, as we have in the
past. Hopefully, you and your families are staying well and safe during this trying time. Here’s to progress
in the fight against Covid-19.
Until Next Time. God Dag!
Ted Ericson, President
Norden Club of Lincoln
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Foundation News
Hello Norden Friends:
One bright point about this
Nebraska winter, is that we’ve had
a mild one. Only in recent days,
real winter has arrived with snow
up to our knees, and freezing
temperatures. That prompted me to
flip the calendar to March and
verify that spring is soon to
come. I’m starting to count the
days, daylight savings time is
March 14, and the first day of
spring is March 20. Looking out
our window and seeing all of the
snow, I think back to my childhood
days. I remember when we made
snow forts, snow angels, built snow
men, had many snowball fights,
and haphazardly scooped a little
snow. At the end of our fun and
frolicking, Mother was always
ready with a bowl of chili and hot
chocolate, and don’t forget the
marshmallows. Those were the
days! Now, with time on my
hands, I’m using this much needed
down time to sort through papers,
notebooks, magazines and
books. That’s not fun, I’d rather be
playing in the snow.
Recently, we received
notice that Verla & Gordon
Youngquist are now stepping down
from our Norden Foundation. A
few years back, we were pleased
when they both answered the call to
join our Foundation Board. We
have always enjoyed their
Scandinavian friendship. Their
undaunting support and help in so
many ways will always be
remembered, a big “thank you”
goes out to them.
We appreciate our members and
your charitable giving, we thank
you for your continued support of
our work. If you are interested in
serving on our Board, please get in
touch with us. Due to the

pandemic and circumstances
surrounding this delay in time, the
Foundation members are not
meeting in person. We keep in
touch by email and shortly we may
go to Zoom calls. We will keep
you apprised of Foundation
activities. With a new twist in
Foundation News for the March
issue, I have asked our team of
Board Members to share some of
their thoughts and what they have
been doing with their extra
time. Stay healthy and please be
safe!
President Joan Tomlinson White

Vice President Jan
Lingren: I have made good use of
my time in isolation, going through
papers from 8-10 deep file
drawers. Then I went through
boxes of old greeting cards,
including Christmas cards and
letters. I must have saved every
greeting card I received for the last
50 years! That led to months of
being literally immersed in an
intense review of my life. I put a
few notebooks together with
newspaper clippings, programs,
snapshots and other
memorabilia. I’ve told my family
that when the time comes, these
notebooks go to the home with
me. I have been blessed with visits
from family members, ZOOM
meetings and phone calls to keep
me connected to friends and loved
ones. I make a conscious effort to
think positively and create
meaningful images of a possible
future.
Co-Treasurers Len &
Arlene Nelson: 2020 is a year we
will never forget. Like all of you,
we are feeling the ramifications of
covid. Fortunately, we have
escaped getting covid and even
received our 2nd vaccine

shots. Currently, we are wintering
in Arizona and enjoying the sunny,
warmer days unlike what you are
experiencing in Nebraska. There
are very few activities here so it is
totally different and only half of
residents are here this year. We
have taken advantage of additional
time in 2020 and have written and
self published our family history
books. Our last project was Len’s
family history book which deals
with his ancestral heritage from
Norway. It’s a large 485 page book
filled with pictures, documents, and
stories of what it was like in
Norway and homesteading land in
Minnesota. That fulfills our
obligation as Norden Club
members to promote our
heritage. As Norden Club
Foundation co-treasurers, we
appreciate your donations. Despite
the economic impact of covid, the
stock market has continued
upward. That has allowed your
donations to grow by investing and
being rewarded with dividends that
help pay for scholarships. Thank
you and we appreciate your
continued support. Right now
that’s our only source of income
because of covid.
Secretary Karyn & David
Glenn: It seems we’ve been as
busy as ever during this pandemic.
We miss our usual gatherings with
members of the Norden Club.
Most of our outings are the grocery
store and/or Doctors. But we did
spend a week in Florida with our
daughter’s family between
Christmas and New Years.
Everywhere we went masks were
mandated and social distancing was
encouraged. Restaurants and shops
were open but occupancy was

Continued on Page 4
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fewer people out and about, which
made it easier for us. This frigid
weather here makes us want to go
where it’s warm again. We are
limited. Overall there seemed to be definitely looking forward to
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Spring. We are thankful to have
avoided COVID so far and continue
to pray for those who are ill. If you
are well, stay well. This too shall
pass.

Treasurer’s Report - January 27, 2021

Current Balance, Wells Fargo Account is $9,435.26 and Cash on Hand is $120.00
Total Balance = $9,555.26
Final Receipts and Expenses for 2020
Receipts of $976.00 and Expenses of $689.83 for a variance of $286.17.
We currently have 78 paid members, including our Life Members. All memberships paid for 2020 have
been carried over as paid members for 2021.
Please contact me at 402-464-4682 or tedandphyllis72@aol.com with any questions. Thanks.

Ted Ericson

Out-Going President’s Message
Dear Norden Club Members:
It has been my pleasure to
serve you as club president these
past years. Although last year was a
washout due to Covid restrictions,
yet before that the Executive
Committee and I, the Committee
Chairs, and our many volunteers
were able to accomplish many good
things. The annual Danish,
Norwegian, and Swedish Christmas
dinners at the Hillcrest Country Club
were impressive with Scandinavian
meals, music, decorations, the
Norden Club Foundation auction,
and Scandinavian entertainment. The
move to an afternoon venue as well
as shortening programs as we did
with the Swedish Lucia Pageant
seem to have proven successful.
Besides, our quarterly
meetings with suppers and speakers,
including our scholarship students’
presentations, remained a staple of
the Club. However, for two
occasions we instituted Coffee and
Cookie evenings instead and had two

very popular presentations; one on
the mysteries of Runic Stones and
one on finding our DNA
Scandinavian heritage. Both drew
good crowds and were wellreceived.
We also instituted a new
format for our newsletters. For those
with internet and email connections,
we are providing digital
newsletters. This allows us to have
more and larger articles, more color
images, and quicker delivery. It also
saves us hundreds of dollars in ink
cartridges, paper, and postage as
well as reducing the labor it took to
print and mail paper copies.

and lunch at the Danish restaurant
for authentic Danish food, then off to
Stanton, IA to visit The Swedish
Museum and Culture Center.
It seems that all of these
things help enlivened and invigorate
the Club. Besides, we have
remained quite fiscally solvent and
have extended 2020 memberships
through 2021. My only regrets for
these years were the deaths of
several long-term members, missing
a Covid year of Club meetings and
activities, and not being able to
introduce our new members at a club
meeting. I know that incoming
president, Ted Ericson and his 2021
Board will serve the club very well
and already have strong plans for the
We also were able to have
two club excursions: one to Oakland, future.
Sincerely and with Wishes for your
Nebraska to the Swedish Heritage
Center where we enjoyed a catered Health, Happiness, and Devotion to
Swedish luncheon and then a visit to the Club.
Oakland’s Swedish grocery store,
Del Stites, Past President of the
and another excursion to the
Norden Club of Lincoln
Museum of Danish America in Elk
Horn, Iowa, the Danish Windmill,
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Membership Report
Here is something that has never happened before in Norden Club. – All members who paid their 2020
dues are automatically paid for in 2021. Yes – you read that right. The Norden Board voted to roll over your
’20 dues into 2021. Because of the pandemic, we did not have dinner meetings at First Lutheran Church or the
December Christmas Smorgasbord. Therefore, we felt it was the right thing to do.
Our current membership includes 78 single memberships and 77 couple/family memberships. Our
newest members, Heather and Kirk Beute, joined in November. We all look to a future day when we can meet
these nice folks in person and welcome them to Norden Club.
If you still need to pay dues for 2021, please send your check to: Ted Ericson, 4130 North 42nd St
Circle, Lincoln, NE
68504.
Annual dues for single members - $15.00
Annual dues for couples/family -- $25.00
REMEMBER --- those who have paid their 2020 memberships will have their membership automatically
extended through 2021 !!!
If you have a question about your membership status, call Ted Ericson, 402499-6594
One last reminder – Norden Club needs to keep our records current with the changes in your life, such as
a new address or new E-mail or new telephone number. This helps us get the newsletters to you on time and
also send you Smorgasbord tickets or other Norden Club information. Please inform Mary Brass, Membership
Chairman - 402-483-0035 or marycbrass@ gmail.com
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Norden Club Library
Our library recently
acquired additional titles, donated
by Bruce Rudeen of Lincoln. These
books belonged in his family (from
Stromsburg). You can see that the
dates are around the early 1900s.
The only book we had in duplicate
was the Swedish hymn book, but
our copy was much later, the 1920s.
Currently the books are catalogued
using LibraryThing, a free, smaller
version of WorldCat for personal
and non-profit libraries. If you
would like to access our book list or
any of our books, send your request

at Phyllis.ericson@gmail.co or
402.499.6594.
Most of the Norden Club
library books are currently located
at my home where I took them for
cataloguing in early 2020. The First
Lutheran church would like to have
the space and has requested we
remove all the books. I would like
to have assistance to locate a
permanent home for our library
collection of Scandinavian books, in
English, Danish, Swedish and
Norwegian. Let me know if you
can help with this.

Title

Here is a late 1800s photo from the
first book listed, Pictures from the
Homeland. In Swedish, it has
photos from many of the areas of
Sweden. If you know where your
family lived before the came to the
U.S. these photos will give you a
glimpse of what their life was like
in Sweden. Ted Ericson’s family
lived in Dalarna and this photo was
taken in Falun, not far from where
the Ericson’s lived. Scanned and
then colorized with the MyHeritage
app.
-Phyllis Ericson, Norden Club
Historian and Librarian

Date

Tags

Bilder Från Gamla Hemlandet (Pictures from the Homeland)

1897

History, Photographs

De Ungas Sångbok (Swedish Edition)

1914

Hymns, Music

1917

Historical Fiction

Gamle Prästen i Hornsjö (the Old Priest in Hornsjö)

1906

Historical Fiction

John Nelson's Dagbok (John Nelson's Diary)

1905

History, Sweden

1904

Swedish, Language

Samlade Arbeten af J. Ö. Åberg (Collected Works of J. Ö. Åberg)

1897

History, Fiction; classic

Sångarfärden till Sverige 1910 : illustrerade resebrefsskildringar
med ett par inledande kapitel om Svenska sångarförbundet i
Amerika och dess första Sverigefärd

1910
Victor Nilsson

Tiggargossens Helgedom

Wärendhall

Tjugu År i Vilda Västern (Twenty Years in the Wild West)

A. A. Anderson

Ur Minnets Gömmor (From the Hides of Memory)

F. M. Johnson

En prärieunges funderingar

Mästerskaps-Systemet (The Championship System)

Author

Anna Olsson

Dr Alfred Svensson

1910

Fiction

1910

History, United
States, 1800s

1900

History
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Courtesy Report
Get Well card and Thinking of You card sent to Ron Burke. Get Well and
Thinking of You cards sent to Recent President Del and Ingrid Stites.
* * * *
*
Carol M. Reed, 87, of Lincoln passed away May 5, 2020. Carol Reed was born March 23, 1933, in Wausa,
Nebraska. She was an only child. She was baptized and confirmed at Thabor Lutheran Church in Wausa.
Carol furthered her education at Luther College in Wahoo and Wayne State College. Carol earned a Master’s
degree in Education at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln.
Carol Reed taught rural school in Knox County, then in Newman Grove, NE. She became an elementary
school principal in Lincoln. Carol Reed was a member of First Lutheran Church in Lincoln.
Carol is warmly remembered by her cousins and their children across the United States. She is also
remembered by many LPS colleagues and former students. A graveside service was held on May 8, 2020 at
Thabor Lutheran Cemetery, Wausa, Nebraska.
* * * * *
Louise Terrell, 80, of Lincoln passed away September 16, 2020. Louise was born July 27, 1940, in Chicago.
Richard and Louise Terrell were married September 1, 1962. In 1970, they moved to Lincoln.
Richard taught at Doane College and Louise studied at the University of Nebraska for a degree in preschool
handicapped education. She graduated from UN-L with honors in 1980. Louise Terrell taught LPS Special
Education at Saratoga Elementary School.
Louise was widely traveled to many places of the world – China, Australia, New Zealand, England, Ireland,
Israel, and Egypt, as well as places in the United States. She enjoyed the trips sponsored by Friendship Force,
a program of international citizen goodwill and visitation.
Louise is survived by her husband, Richard Terrell, and daughter Erin of Lincoln, son Kevin of Minneapolis.
Services were held at Second Baptist Church, October 3, 2020.
* * * * *
Roger and Ann Elmore would like Norden Club friends to know that they have moved to Fayetteville,
Arkansas, to be closer to their 3 children, spouses, and 6 grandchildren. The Elmores said they have certainly
enjoyed meeting new friends at Norden Club meetings and the educational programs the Norden Board has
presented over the years. Roger and Ann wish to share their current address to stay in touch with Lincoln
friends.
Roger and Ann Elmore
2277 North Hatterly Lane
Fayetteville, AR
72704
We like to recognize important events in our Norden members’ lives. If you know of any member who is
having a special anniversary, special landmark birthday, or achievement recognized by the community, illness
or death in family, please contact Mary Brass, Courtesy Chairman
marycbrass@ gmail.com
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March Program Via Zoom
“New Nordic Cuisine”
Monday, March 15, 2021, 7:00 pm. (Link will go live at 6:45 pm)
Speaker – Tova Brandt, Executive Director and Albert Ravenholt Curator of DanishAmerican Culture
Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn, Iowa

Tova Brandt is a museum professional with experience in history, immigration, and ethnic studies. She has
recently been appointed Executive Director for the Museum of Danish America in Elk Horn, Iowa. Prior to that
position she was the museum’s Albert Ravenholt Curator of Danish-American Culture, responsible for
exhibitions and programs. From 2001 to 2009 she was a curator for Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum
in Decorah, Iowa. She earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Bryn Mawr College and a master’s degree in
early American culture from the University of Delaware’s Winterthur Program.
PLEASE NOTE – This program will be via Zoom Teleconference. A link to the program will be emailed to the
membership on about March 5. A reminder email will be sent out prior to the meeting.
This will be our first meeting since the Christmas Dinner in December 2019. We will be conducting the first
two meetings in 2021 via Zoom and hope to start Person to Person meetings in September 2021.
Please direct questions to Ted Ericson at tedandphyllis72@aol.com.

A man was walking down the street when he was accosted by a particularly dirty and shabby-looking homeless
man who asked him for a couple of dollars for dinner.
The man took out his wallet, extracted ten dollars and asked, "If I give you this money, will you buy some beer
with it instead of dinner?"
"No, I had to stop drinking years ago," the homeless man replied.
"Will you spend this on green fees at a golf course instead of food?" the man asked.
"Are you NUTS!" replied the homeless man. "I haven't played golf in 20 years!"
"Well," said the man, "I'm not going to give you money. Instead, I'm going to take you home for a hot shower
and a terrific dinner cooked by my wife."
The homeless man was astounded. "Won't your wife be pissed off at you for doing that?"
The man replied, "That's okay. It's important for her to see what a man looks like after he has given up drinking
and golf."
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The American Swedish Institute in Minneapolis has been hosting Zoom meetings with the directors of
three of the major museums in Swedien: The Zorn Museum, the Gothenburg Art Museum and the
Nordiska Museet in Stockholm. The last one is with the world-class Nordiska Museet on Wednesday,
March 17. They are charging $15.00 per person for non-members.
The Institute is also having a Virtual Midwinter Folk Festival, Saturday, February 27th and Sunday,
February 28. It will include a series of online workshops for fiddle, nyckelharpa, song, dance, and
more. Please check their website, ASImn.org for details. The website also has a number of other
activities noted on their calendar.

Wanted – New Treasurer and Vice President

No, we don’t actually need someone to count sheep, but we do need a new Treasurer for Norden Club. Since I
am now President we should identify and transfer the Treasurer duties to another member. If you are
interested, please contact me at tedandphyllis72@aol.com or 402-464-4682.
We also are in need of someone to volunteer to be Vice President of Norden Club. Again, if you are interested,
contact me at the above email or phone number.
Thanks.
Ted Ericson
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