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September Program
“My Year of Study and Travel in Sweden with Support
from the Norden Club Foundation”
Monday, September 20, 2021, 7:00 pm.
First Lutheran Church, 1551 South 70th St., Lincoln,
NE
Speaker – Blake Kinnaman
Lincoln, Nebraska

PLEASE NOTE – First Lutheran Church has implemented a
Len Nelson requirement that all people who enter the church must wear a mask.
Kendra Hartwig We will be monitoring their Covid Guidelines and advise if there are
any changes. This program may be moved to a Zoom Teleconference
Kristina Hanson Program or postponed. A reminder email will be sent out prior to the
Phyllis Ericson meeting.
ALSO PLEASE NOTE – No Food or Drink will be provided for the
Len Nelson meeting. First Lutheran also does not allow any outside drinks or food
be brought into the church.
Joan Tomlinson White
Please direct questions to Ted Ericson at tedandphyllis72@aol.com.
Del Stites
Ron & Karen Nielsen

The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make up Scandinavia.
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President’s Corner
Dear
restrictions, it seems as if
Norden
the end is in sight.
Club
Some transatlantic air
Members,
routes are being reinstated
It is August
after more than a year and
12 as I write
all three Scandinavian
this letter
countries are taking steps to
and we are
welcome back tourists. Yet
STILL
fears over Covid-19
dealing with the pandemic. As of
variants—most notably the
today we are planning to hold the
Delta variant situation in
first In Person Club Meeting at
the U.K.—are holding back
First Lutheran Church in Lincoln
a full reopening just yet.
on September 20 at 7 PM. BUT,
As part of their entry
today they just reimplemented a
requirements, Denmark,
mask requirement at the church so
Norway and Sweden all
who knows, at this point, if we will
now accept the EU digital
in fact meet at the church. We will
coronavirus certificate.
keep you posted. There is a lot of
This proves the holder is
discussion and concern about
fully vaccinated, has had
Covid Variants, booster shots and
the disease in the last six
we are still seeing travel bans.
months and/or has recently
Hagar is feeling optimistic and is
tested negative.
encouraging us to never give up!
Overall, it is a very fluid
We will get past this one way or
situation and things seem to
another.
change daily.
Here is the current Covid status in Below is an update of our Program
Denmark, Norway and Sweden.
schedule for the rest of the year.
After more than a year of
Monday, September 20, 7:00
shutdowns and entry
pm. Will be held at First

Lutheran Church in
Lincoln, NE. Speaker will
be Blake Kinnaman,
University of Nebraska
student who is the most
recent Norden Foundation
Scholarship recipient.
Sunday, December 5, Noon –
Christmas Smorgasbord at
Hillcrest Country Club in
Lincoln.
Last but not least, I want to take a
moment to thank our former
President and First Lady, Del and
Ingrid Stites, for their long time
Involvement in Norden Club, as
well as other Scandinavian groups.
They are stepping back from an
active role in Norden Club. We
will miss their involvement, their
dedication, their passion for all
things Swedish and Scandinavian.
They have played a big part in
continuing the celebration of our
heritage.
Until Next Time. God Dag!
Ted Ericson, President
Norden Club of Lincoln

Subject: A new type of Virus
The Nile Virus, type C
We are still battling the COVID-19 and the next thing is here already.
Virologists have identified a new Nile virus - type C. It appears to target those who were born between
1930 & 1970.
Symptoms: Causes you
1.
To send the same message twice.
2.
To send a blank message.
3.
To send a message to the wrong person.
4.
To send it back to the person who sent it to you.
5.
To forget to attach the attachment.
6.
To hit SEND before you've finished.
7.
To hit DELETE instead of SEND.
8.
To SEND when you should DELETE.
It is called the C-NILE virus!
And if you cannot admit to doing the above, you have obviously caught the mutated strain — the DNILE virus.
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Foundation News
Greetings Dear Norden Club
Members!
We are undoubtedly living
through trying times, more notably
many of us have lost good friends
and relatives. And some of you may
have experienced individual health
problems, but we keep on
going. Our daily activities have
been turned upside down. The
regular things that we enjoy in life
have not been attainable, but we
keep on going. With any luck, we
have been able to “reinvent the
wheel” and find new ways to survive
and get through this chaos. We have
to be smart and we have to be
strong. Together we will get
through this.
Many of us were lucky enough to
know Paul & Sylvia Burklund, and
Dorothy Ekblad, too. They were
longtime committed members of
Norden Club, proud of their heritage
and very supportive of our
Foundation. I will always remember
their smiles, and their warmth. They
enthusiastically supported the
Norden Club and the
Foundation. After all, their lifetime
involvement has contributed to the

ongoing existence of the Club during
the last 74 years! Back in 2019, we
awarded the Paul & Sylvia Burklund
Grant-in-Aid to the Scandinavian
Midsummer Festival Omaha. The
June festival proved to be a
wonderful time to immerse oneself
in all things Scandinavian. The park
was a fun setting and the event was
very educational.
That same year, we also awarded
the Dorothy Ekblad Scholarship to
Blake Kinnaman, a University of
Omaha student majoring in IT
Innovation. The Norden Foundation
scholarship helped to make his study
-abroad possible. He attended Lulea
University of Technology in Lulea,
Sweden for two semesters starting in
August of 2019 through June of
2020. Naturally, he took some extra
time to travel and learn more about
the European way of life. In this
newsletter, he shares a picture taken
at the Abisco National Park in
Northern Sweden. I think you will
agree, that he is an exceptional
photographer. We look forward to
meeting our guest speaker and
seeing more of his travel photos. He
commented, “Studying abroad was
the best decision I have ever

made. It has literally changed my
life.” Please join us in September
and learn more about his experiences
in Sweden.
We hope to carry on our
festivities for the Norden Christmas
Smorgasbord this coming
December. Of course, all of this is
pending due to the pandemic. We
will keep all members
informed. The Foundation Board is
supportive of having our Silent
Auction in conjunction with the
Smorgasbord. If you have items to
donate please bring them to the next
Norden meeting. We can also drop
by and pick up your donated
items. Call me at 402-423-0023 and
leave a message. All of you have
supported the Foundation in so many
wonderful ways, we greatly
appreciate you! Your support allows
us to continue our work by
promoting our Scholarship and
Grant-In-Aid program.
Be safe and count your
blessings.
Joan Tomlinson White
President Norden Club Foundation

Sept. 2021

THE N ORD EN C LU B OF L I NC OL N

PAGE 4

Treasurer’s Report, April 17, 2021
Current Balance, Wells Fargo Account is $9,155.33 and Cash on Hand is $120 for a Total Balance of
$9,275.33.
We currently have 80 paid members, including our Life Members. All memberships paid for 2020 have been
carried over as paid members in 2021.
Please contact me at 402-477-0065 or rnielsen2@neb.rr.com with any questions.
Thanks.
Ron Nielsen

OK, so we don’t need a Norden Club bartender. But, we still need someone to volunteer to be Vice President of
Norden Club. We would even consider Co-Vice Presidents! That way you could share in the work and the
rewards of being in Norden Club. If you are interested, please contact me at tedandphyllis72@aol.com or 402464-4682.
Thanks.
Ted Ericson

Don’t delay! Dues for a couple or family are just $25. Dues for a
single member are $15. Please send check to:
Norden Club c/o Ron Nielsen
5015 NW 7th Street
Lincoln, NE 68521
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Membership Report

We are sad to report the loss of 3
Norden Club members, Neal T.
Simley, Douglas Andersen and
Terri Heckman.

joke was on him. He was also
kind, had a big heart and would
help others at a moment’s notice.
Neal was proud of many things, but
his greatest pride was his loving
family and his new grandson.
******************
Neal Simley is survived by his
wife, Kathleen, son Christopher
Neal T. Simley, 67, passed away
and wife Jordyn of Elkhorn,
April 28, 2021. Neal was born
grandson Hudson, and daughter
January 25, 1954, in Cooperstown, Rebecca. Neal is also survived by
North Dakota.
Neal Simley
2 brothers, Mike Simley of Fargo,
was a “jack of all trades”. He was ND, and Ron Simley of Finley,
very talented in woodworking,
ND. A memorial service was
carpentry, construction, and many held May 8, 2021, at First Lutheran
other areas. Neal knew how to fix Church.
almost anything. Neal and his
wife Kathleen were married on
******************
October 25, 1987, a union that
lasted 33 years.
Douglas Andersen, 81, passed
away
June 28, 2021. Doug was
When they were first married, Neal
born
November
15, 1939, in
worked for the Boy Scouts of
America – Cornhusker Council. He Sandstone, Minnesota. Doug
served in the United States Navy as
also worked for Lincoln Lumber,
a radar technician from 1957 to
Sears, and other businesses. Neal
worked for Sears for many years in 1960. After his time in the Navy,
Doug worked briefly with the State
the tool department. He also
of California where he met Mary
worked alongside the Northeast
High School industrial technology Lou Briley, his eventual wife of 59
years. They were married April
students learning to build houses.
28, 1962.
He was always helping others.
They eventually made their way to
Neal was proud of his
Lincoln, NE, where they settled
Norwegian heritage and loved
down. Doug served as a Fire
making lefse and krumkake with
Apparatus Operator with the
his children, Christopher and
Rebecca. He always had a story to Lincoln Fire Department from
February 1968 to September 2006
tell, and most times, it was more
than you needed or wanted to hear, where he met many of his dearest
but it didn’t matter. He would tell friends.
you the whole story from
Concurrently, he owned and
beginning to end even if it meant
operated his own roofing business
picking the story back up later with for over 25 years where he was
you.
Neal was bright, witty, and able to provide a tremendous
had a unique sense of humor and
service to the Lincoln community
could laugh at himself when the
while teaching his 3 sons a trade.

Even after retirement from the Fire
Department, Doug continued to
work installing flooring with his
son until the age of 80. He was a
member of Optimist Club and
served as Optimist Chapter
President and Distinguished Lt.
Governor for Nebraska. Doug
was also a member of VFW and
American Legion Post 1919.
Doug Andersen is survived by his
wife Mary Lou Andersen and 3
sons: Scott and wife Dawn, Brett
and wife Georgia, and Troy and
wife Roxie. There are 11
grandchildren.
Friday, August 27, 2021, a short
service will be held at 2:00 pm at
the Omaha National Military
Cemetery, immediately followed
by a Celebration of Life at son
Scott and Dawn’s home,located at
148th and Holdrege Streets.

******************
Terri Jean (Moran) Heckman
passed away August 25, 2021,
from Covid-related complications
after a three-and-one half week
stay at Bryan East Medical Center.
She was 65 years old. Terri Jean
Moran Heckman was born May 17,
1956 in Bellevue, Nebraska.
Terri battled asthma, diabetes, and
an auto immune system.
Terri Heckman was a 1978
graduate of the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln with a
bachelor’s degree in History. She
and Ross Heckman were married
September 18, 1982.
(Continued on page 6)
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Terri Heckman (from page 6)
On September 18, 2021, they would
celebrate 39 years together.
Terri was active in the local
community, Lincoln Irish Dancers,
Norden Club, and America’s Great
Stories. Terri was artistic and

creative. She was known as the
flower garden and Christmas Tree
lady.
She is survived by husband Ross
Heckman, daughter Ashley Lynn
Heckman, and 3 sisters – Debbie of
Pueblo, CO; Kristi of Omaha, NE;
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and Patti of Phoenix, AZ.
No service is planned due to Covid
concerns and long distance for
family. However, Ross Heckman
would appreciate telephone calls
from friends. His number – (402)
-421-7142

Courtesy Report
Congratulations to two couples
celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary in August! Ken and
Kendra Hartwig were married
August 1, 1971.
Wayne and
Cyndi Mattson were also married
August 1971. Congratulations
cards were sent to both couples for
reaching this milestone.
Congratulations cards were sent
to Leona Bellinger and Jan W.
Lingren. Norden Club Board
awards these two ladies Lifetime
membership as they have both
contributed their time and efforts
over many years to Norden Club.
Happy Birthday and
congratulations to Marie Johnson
for her 99th birthday. A Thinking
of You card was sent to Jan W.

Lingren.

tireless advocate and worker for all
blood banks and promoting blood
donation. During the 9/11 crisis
in New York City, she was able to
obtain an airplane flight of blood
for 9/11 victims.
We like to recognize important
events in our Norden members’
lives. If you know of any member
who is having a special anniversary,
special landmark birthday, or
achievement recognized by
community, illness, or death in
family, please contact Mary Brass,
Courtesy and Membership
Chairman

The Bloc, a philanthropic nonprofit
organization based in Lincoln, will
honor 50 Nebraskans, including 10
from the Lincoln area, as recipients
of its inaugural 50 Over 50 Awards
at 5:30 pm Saturday, Sept. 25 at the
DoubleTree by Hilton in downtown
Omaha.
The 50 Over 50 Awards recognize
top achievers in 5 categories –
nonprofit, innovation, business,
community, and health care – who
are 50 and older in Nebraska.
We congratulate Phyllis Ericson,
retired CEO of the Nebraska
402-483-0035
Community Blood Bank for earning
this award! Phyllis has been a
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September Program
“My Year of Study and Travel in Sweden with Support from the Norden Club
Foundation”
Monday, September 20, 2021, 7:00 pm.
First Lutheran Church, 1551 South 70th St., Lincoln, NE
Speaker – Blake Kinnaman
Lincoln, Nebraska
Blake Kinnaman, senior at UNO and Norden Foundation’s 2019
scholarship recipient
Blake is a senior at the University of Omaha student majoring in IT Innovation.
He spent two semesters studying at Lulea University of Technology in Lulea
Sweden from August 23rd, 2019 to June 5th, 2020. Blake spent extra time
traveling around Sweden taking pictures of many sites he visited. Upon
returning to UNO he continues his studies in International Studies, Creative Writing, Media
Entrepreneurship, Computer Generated
Imagery, and photography. His
presentation to the Norden Club will relate
to his experiences in Sweden including the
pictures he has taken. The picture on right
is one taken by Blake at Abisco National
Park in Northern Sweden on Midsummers
Day, which is the longest day of the year
where the sun never sets.

PLEASE NOTE – First Lutheran Church has implemented a requirement that all people who enter the church
must wear a mask. We will be monitoring their Covid Guidelines and advise if there are any changes. This
program may be moved to a Zoom Teleconference Program or postponed. A reminder email will be sent out
prior to the meeting.
ALSO PLEASE NOTE – No Food or Drink will be provided for the meeting. First Lutheran also does not
allow any outside drinks or food be brought into the church.
Please direct questions to Ted Ericson at tedandphyllis72@aol.com.
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