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May Program
“My Year of Study and Travel in
Sweden with Support from the
Norden Club Foundation”
Monday, May 9, 2022, 6:30 pm.
First Lutheran Church, 1551 South
70th St., Lincoln, NE
Speaker – Blake Kinnaman
Lincoln, Nebraska
Blake Kinnaman, senior at UNO and Norden Foundation’s 2019
scholarship recipient
Blake is a senior at the University of Omaha student majoring in IT
Innovation. He spent two semesters studying at Lulea University of
Technology in Lulea Sweden from August 23rd, 2019 to June 5th,
2020. Blake spent extra time traveling around Sweden taking pictures
of many sites he visited. Upon returning to UNO he continues his
studies in International Studies, Creative Writing, Media
Entrepreneurship, Computer Generated Imagery, and photography.
His presentation to the Norden Club will relate to his experiences in
Sweden including the pictures he has taken.

Ron & Karen Nielsen
The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make up Scandinavia.
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75th Anniversary—President’s Corner
Dear Norden Club Members,
It is April 18, and we are trying to
move into Spring, but the cold and
even some snow-flakes yesterday
are trying to keep us in Winter
mode. In 2022 we celebrate the
75th Anniversary of The Norden
Club. We have several things
planned this year.
First of all, we are planning our
first In-Person Meeting in over 2
years. It will be held on Monday,
May 9 at the First Lutheran Church
in Lincoln at 6:30 pm. (PLEASE
NOTE THE CHANGE IN START
TIME.) The speaker will be Blake
Kinnaman, University of Nebraska
Omaha student who is our 2019
Norden Foundation Scholarship
recipient. He will do a presentation
on his time in

Sweden in 2019 and 2020. After
the program we will have
refreshments to help celebrate the
founding of The Norden Club in
1947.
Secondly take a look at the History
of Norden Club that has been put
together by Phyllis Ericson. This is
just a small, but obviously
important part of our history. We
are planning on doing a separate
Newsletter devoted to the 75th
Anniversary of our founding and
are asking members to send us
information on our history,
founding members or any other
remembrance that about the
Norden Club to include in the
Historical Newsletter. Please send
them to Phyllis Ericson at

Phyllis.ericson@gmail.com, or
mail to her at 4130 N 42nd St
Circle, Lincoln, NE 68504.
A date to remember. The MidSummer Festival in Omaha will be
held on June 12, starting at 2 pm at
the Steppe Center, 11730 Peel
Circle, La Vista, NE 68128.
Last but not least, mark your
calendars for Sunday, December 4,
at Noon. We are starting to plan
the Christmas Dinner at Hillcrest
Country Club in Lincoln. We will
have more information for you at a
later date.
See you at the Meeting on May 9.
Until Next Time. God Dag!
Ted Ericson, President
Norden Club of Lincoln
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Foundation News
Greetings Dear Norden Club
Members!
The time is right to once again
hold an in-person Norden Club
meeting. Along the way, many
difficult decisions were made
always keeping in mind our
members and your wellbeing. Even though the pandemic
still exists, we hope that the worst is
now behind us. We look forward to
moving full steam ahead. But, as
always, being cautiously
optimistic. Most of all, thank you
for hanging in there with us during
these trying times.
We have reason to
celebrate! First, its SPRING and a
wonderful time for getting all of our
Club members together again. Yes,
face to face, in-person! Secondly,
this year Norden Club will be
celebrating its 75th
ANNIVERSARY! We can be very
proud of that fact. We’ll recap
some of the history of our Club and
share stories of what has brought us

to this point. And finally, the
Foundation will present our May
guest speaker and scholarship
recipient Blake Kinnaman.
Blake was last slated to present
his program to Norden in September
of 2021. That meeting was
cancelled due to the
pandemic. We’ll hit the restart
button, cross our fingers and
welcome him to be with us this
May. Blake was awarded the
Dorothy Ekblad Scholarship in
2019. He was very pleased to
receive $1,500 from the Norden
Foundation which enabled him to
finalize his plans for study
abroad. At the time, Blake was a
University of Nebraska, Omaha
student majoring in IT
Innovation. He attended Lulea
University of Technology in
Sweden for two semesters in 2019
and 2020. Naturally, he took some
extra time to travel and learn more
about the European way of life. He
has shared several of his personal
photographs with us in previous

issues of our newsletter. I think you
will agree, that he is an exceptional
photographer. We look forward to
meeting Blake, learning about his
educational experiences and seeing
more of his exquisite photos. This
semester, following his personal
interests, he continues with classes
at UNO. We’ll learn more about his
current plans. He commented,
“Studying abroad was the best
decision I have ever made. It has
literally changed my life.”
The Norden Foundation will have
its annual silent auction at the
December Smorgasbord. Add this
date to your calendar—Sunday,
December 4, 2022. More
information will be coming. Please
start collecting any Scandinavian
items you wish to donate to the
fundraiser. Thanks so much, and
we’ll see you in May!
Joan Tomlinson White
President Nebraska Club
Foundation

Treasurer’s Report, March 31, 2022
Current Balance, Wells Fargo Account is $8,966.58 and Cash on Hand is $120 for a Total Balance of
$9,086.58. There were expenses of $15.60 for newsletter costs since the last report from December 31, 2021.
We currently have 80 paid members, including our Life Members. All memberships paid for 2020 and 2021
have been carried over as paid members in 2022.
Please contact me at 402-477-0065 or rnielsen2@neb.rr.com with any questions.

Mid Summer Festival in Omaha in June 12
June 12, 2022
The Steppe Center
11730 Peel Circle
La Vista, NE 68128
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MEMBERSHIP and COURTESY REPORT
Hooray! Spring is here! During
April and May, we can see Mother
Earth’s renewal with the birds
singing, trees budding, flowers
blooming, and lawns becoming
lush green again. We are starting
Norden Club 2022 with new Life
Members selected by the Board.
We honor these folks as long-time
loyal members of Norden
Scandinavian Club. Doug and
Karen Lind-Olson, Robert
Johnson, and Ozzie and Kay
Gilbertson.
***********
Doug and Karen Lind-Olson have
been members since 2001-2002.
The Lind-Olson’s are definitely
Swedish. Doug’s Swedish
grandfather, Albert Olson, was one
of the founding Charter members
of Lincoln’s Norden Club in
February 1947. Albert Olson was
born in 1899, so he was 48 years
old when he joined Norden Club.
Albert Olson was a farmer at
Ceresco.
Karen’s ancestors also came from
Sweden. Her Great-Grandfather,
Andrew J. Larson, was one of 11
children. Her Grandfather, Frank
Oscar Larson, was one of 9
children.
Doug and Karen Lind-Olson were
married in 1977 at First Lutheran
Church, Lincoln. Karen came to
Lincoln from Akron, Iowa, in
1963. Akron is a small town in
Northwest Iowa. Doug went to
school in Ceresco K-6 and
graduated from Raymond Central
High School. Doug continued his
higher education at Wesleyan
University, U of Nebraska Lincoln, and Southeast Community

College.
Doug Lind-Olson spent his
working career with the Lancaster
County Engineers office. He
worked there for 33 years, 1984 –
2017. Doug worked with county
land surveys and figuring acreage
property lines.
For many years, Doug and Karen
greeted everyone at the church
doors for every Norden Club
meeting. Their cheerful smiles and
greetings welcomed all who came
to our Norden Club meetings.
Doug and Karen also served their
volunteer time on the Norden
Foundation. Many of us
remember Doug’s mother, Janet
Harms, as our pianist at the
meetings for many years. Janet
Harms played lovely songs for our
enjoyment and singing.
Doug and Karen Lind-Olson have
3 children: Jason, 44, a high
school math teacher in Dickinson,
Texas; Janelle, 42, a Registered
nurse in Medina, Ohio; and Jared,
40, a woodworker / cabinet builder
in Eagle, Nebraska.
***********
Our next Life member is Mr.
Robert Johnson who now resides
in Holdrege. Robert Johnson was
a Math teacher at Dawes Middle
School for 30 years – 1958 – 1988.
Robert earned his bachelor’s
degree from University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. During the
next 4 summers, Robert continued
his education for a master’s degree
in Mathematics at Greely,
Colorado, while on staff at Dawes
Middle School.
Robert Johnson grew up in the

Swedish town of Wakefield, Iowa.
Wakefield is located about 20
miles from Sioux City. Robert and
his late wife Elaine were married
58 years. They joined Norden
Club in the early 1980’s.
His son, Brian, is a Vice President
at Cornhusker Bank in Lincoln.
Robert and Elaine Johnson also
had 2 daughters. Nancy lives at
Goodland, Kansas. His oldest
daughter, Julie and her husband
farm near Holdrege.
Happy 96th Birthday to Robert
Johnson on April 20!
***********
Ozzie and Kay Gilbertson have
been members of Norden Club so
long they can not remember the
year they joined. The Gilbertsons
are 100% Norwegian. Ozzie and
Kay came to Lincoln from Spring
Grove, Minnesota. Spring Grove
has the honorary title of being the
first Norwegian settlement in
Minnesota! They remember
everyone growing up in the 1950’s
as being Norwegian. There was
only one church in Spring Grove –
it was Lutheran naturally.
Kay said, “Spring Grove was so
Norwegian that even the dogs
barked in Norwegian!!”
Ozzie spent his working career as a
collegiate educator. He started
teaching at the University of
Minnesota, then moved to the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Ozzie became the head of
Agricultural Education at UN-L,
East Campus for 25 years.
Continued on next page
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MEMBERSHIP and COURTESY REPORT (continued from Page 4)
Beside raising their 3 children, Kay
devoted 20 years of giving tours of
the Governor’s mansion.
She also worked at the VA
Hospital and worked 13 years at
Younkers.
Ozzie and Kay Gilbertson served
Norden Club as President for 2
terms. Ozzie also led our Club in
singing the Scandinavian songs and
Christmas carols for several years.
Ozzie and Kay Gilbertson will
celebrate 64 years of marriage in
June 2022, they have one son in
Minneapolis, and a daughter in
Texas. They have one daughter
who lives in Lincoln.
__________________________
Thank you to our Swedish and

Norwegian newest Life members
for your help in keeping Norden
Club vital over the past years. We
appreciate the countless hours you
devoted to our Norden
Scandinavian Club.
Here is a list of the current Life
Members - Clinton and Emogene
Johnson, Charlotte Luethje, Jane
Mickelson, Virginia Olson, Dr.
Janet Lindgren, Leona Bellinger
For your information, our 3
Consulates receive the Norden
Club newsletter.
Thomas Lund – Swedish
Consulate 1904 Farnam Street,
Suite 700 Omaha, NE
68102
Virgil Johnson – Norwegian

Consulate 10330 Regency
Parkway Drive, Suite 100
Omaha, NE 68114
Bruce Lauritzen – Danish
Consulate
1620 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68102
We like to recognize important
events in our Norden members’
lives. If you know of any member
who is having a special
anniversary, special landmark
birthday, or achievement
recognized by community, illness
or death in family, please contact
Mary Brass
Membership & Courtesy Chairman
402-483-0035

Viking Queens, The Lost Ladies of Norse Society
From: The Complete Guide to Vikings”, Updated Special Edition, 2021

If there was ever a doubt that
women could achieve the highest
levels of Viking Society, one needs
to look no further than the most
elaborate, lavish burial site ever
discovered from the Viking age: the
Oseberg ship. The two women
buried within the ship’s walls had
achieved the pinnacle of status in
Viking society. It was immediately
apparent to experts that this burial
was fit for a literal queen: The boat
was packed with all the amenities
that women could have ever needed
on their journey to the underworld,
from enough food for a feast, to
looms for keeping busy, to bedding
for comfortable sleep.

Life for the typical Viking woman
could be summed up swiftly by
looking at another burial site of a
woman found in Norway in the
1960s who lived 1,000 years ago.
She was laid to rest in a typical 9th
century Norse burial, surrounded by
the tools that helped her most in
life; a pair of wool combs, a
weaving batten, a bronze basin, a
knife, and a pair of shears. There
was a sickle to represent her
outdoor work, as well as jewelry
made of glass, silver and gold. Even
more telling she was buried with
her infant child in her arms and loot
given her by her husband.

This unnamed 9th century woman
represents the majority of women of
her time: a housewife consumed
with home and family. They
managed the housekeeping,
cooking, sewing, children and farm,
laboring to ensure a bountiful
harvest that the family could count
on for sustenance. Their plate was
very full. They did enjoy a decent
amount of freedom for their day.
Notably, they could legally separate
from their husband for a variety of
reasons. If her husband or his
family struck her more than three
times, a divorce could be granted.
Continued on next page
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Warrior women are scarce. Still,
Danish historian Saxo
Grammaticus wrote in the 12th
century of “shield maidens” who
dressed in men’s uniforms and
practiced sword fighting and knife
wielding. A recent forensic

investigation of a woman found in
a burial site that also contained
arrows in Asnes, Norway,
concluded she may have been
killed in battle.
The image of Viking women is
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unlikely to change. But when we
take a closer look, these warrior
women - whether they “fought” on
the farm or on a battlefield affected every aspect of Viking
Society, and ultimately changed
the future of the world.

Scandinavian Quiz

From Nordstjernan Magazine, April 15, 2022
1. How do Scandinavians finish this expression?
“There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad —— 5. What was a common term for Vikings in the British
.”
Isles?

A) attitudes.
B) clothes.
C) cheese.
D) forecasts.
2. How were the monarchs who ruled in Norway and
Denmark during WWII related?
A) brothers
B) father and son
C) they were the same person
D) both descendants of a Swedish princess
3. Since 1953, Greenland has been the territory of
which Nordic country?
A) the Faroe Islands
B) Sweden
C) Iceland
D) Denmark
4. Long before the movie franchise starring Sylvester
Stallone made it popular, the name “Rambo” was
brought to the U.S. by a Swedish immigrant and
translates to mean what?
A) first blood
B) rocky terrain
C) sly one
D) raven’s home

A) Berserkers
B) Geats
C) Ice people
D) Danes
6. Which of the 29 Nordic dog breeds is shared as a
“native” by all five Nordic countries?
A) Norwegian Elkhound
B) Finnish Hound
C) Swedish Vallhund
D) Samoyed
7. In what country is the village of Gammalsvenskby
(Old Swedish Village)?
A) Ukraine
B) Ireland
C) Estonia
D) Hungary
Answers on bottom of Page 7.
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Answer to Scandinavian Quiz: 1:B, 2:A, 3:D, 4:D, 5:D, 6:D, 7:A
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going to celebrations at the Noon
Day Club in Omaha and thought
that Lincoln should establish a
Scandinavian organization that
would be more locally available.

In honor of the 75th
Anniversary of the Norden
Club of Lincoln, we would
like to include some
historical information and
memories from you, the
Norden Club members in
the next Newsletters. So, to
get you started, here is an
excerpt of the club’s history
written 15 years ago for our
60th Anniversary.
The Norden Club of Lincoln
The Norden Club
of Lincoln was
the inspiration of
University of
Nebraska’s
Chancellor
Reuben
Gustavson along
with other
University
professors. They
had enjoyed

UNL
Chancellor
Reuben
Gustavson,
first
president of
Norden Club

In an interview written by
Dorothy Ekblad, Adela Holck, a
long-time member of the Norden
Club said that her husband,
Harold, joined the Club soon
after it was formed in 1947. She
stated that Chancellor Gustavson
wanted to start the Norden Club
“to give the Scandinavian
professors and others in the
community an opportunity to
join together for Scandinavian
fellowship.”
Chancellor Gustavson asked
Professor Joseph E. Alexis,
Professor of Modern Languages
at UNL, to organize the first
meeting.
On February 17, 1947, a group
of twelve men met at twelve
noon at the University Club,
located in the Stuart Building in
Lincoln. These men included
several professors, prominent
businessmen and politicians.
Those present were:
Dr. Joseph E. Alexis
Charles J. Warner
A. L. Lung
E. G. Ekblad
G. Prestegard
A. L. Elmquist

PAGE 8

Richard O. Johnson
H. M. Ohslund
H.W. Jespersen
F. A. Peterson
C. E. Berg
Walter R. Johnson
Chancellor Reuben Gustavson
and Geo. Rosenlof were invited
but unable to attend.
The purpose of this meeting was
to discuss and formulate plans
for the organization of a society
or club in Lincoln to be
composed of male residents of
Lancaster County who were of
Scandinavian birth or descent.
This group decided to elect Dr.
Alexis as their first temporary
chairman. C. E. Berg was
named temporary secretary.
Three men, G. Prestegard, H. M.
Ohslund and H. W. Jespersen
were appointed to draft the first
constitution. Discussions were
held about membership dues and
a consensus agreement of an
annual fee of $5.00 was reached.
No decisions were reached at
that time for a suitable name for
the organization or eligibility for
membership. A second meeting
was set for February 24th, 1947.
The name of this club would
become the Norden Club of
Lincoln, an amalgam of the
countries from which the
members traced their lineage,
namely, the Nordic countries of
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Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Finland, Greenland, and Iceland.
The Constitution would describe
membership as “any resident of
Lancaster County or its
environs, of Scandinavian
descent or of Scandinavian
interests, may become a member
of this Club upon
recommendation by a member,
and approval by the membership
committee and election by the
Club.”

first Secretary/Treasurer.

The constitution was adopted in
March of 1947 and the members
elected Dr. Reuben G.
Gustavson as their first
President of the Norden Club
and E. G. Ekblad became the

from 1973-1987
and still an active
member in 2007.
By 1954 the Club
had 185 members,
but by 1973 it had
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dropped to just 32 members.
With Paul’s encouragement and
The constitution was amended
recruiting, the membership of
in 1989 and again in 2000 to
reflect changes in membership the Norden Club grew to 58 by
1977 and to 305 by 1985. Paul
(dropping the residency
stipulation), offices and terms of was known to say during his
offices, nominating committee, tenure as Secretary/Treasurer,
“as long as I’m Secretary/
and annual dues.
Treasurer, the Club will
Those who joined the Norden
continue.” Paul credited the
Club in 1947 and 1948 were
increase in the number of
listed as “Charter Members”
members to energetic
including:
membership drives, improving
the programs at monthly
Hans Akeson
The purpose of
meetings by frequently using the
Paul Burklund
the Club would
Elmer Christiansen
Grieg Male Chorus, and by
be to “promote
Oliver Christensen
changing the meeting location.
acquaintanceship
Leroy Munson
with one another
Dr. Theodore Jorgensen Although women were not
Mr. Ekwall
of residents of
excluded in the constitution of
Berthold Anderson
Lancaster
the Norden Club, they were
Evar
Anderson
County, and its
often invited as guests.
E.G.
Rev. Virgil Anderson
environs, of
Membership for women was
Ekblad, first
E. W. Bjorling
Scandinavian
universally accepted by 1977.
Dr. Sam Dahl
secretary/
descent; to
With this addition the
Charles Halberg
treasurer of
interest the
membership has grown to over
Norden
Dr. Otto Hoiberg
Club and
E. W. Johnson
members in
300 members at various times.
Richard
H.
Larson
President,
preserving for the
Membership in 2007 was 270
Carl
Monstrom
1955.
benefit of the
members. In 2019, preJoseph Nelson
United States of America the
pandemic, the Norden Club had
Albert Olson
best in the cultural heritage of
155 members.
W. A. Rosene
Scandinavia; and to help
Phyllis Ericson, Norden Club
Paul Burklund, a charter
promote progress of the Nation, member, was the Club’s
Historian
State, and Community.”
Secretary/Treasurer
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Get to Know Our Editor
This is the story of Len Nelson’s heritage as printed in the 60th Anniversary Norden club
book in 2007.
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Get to Know Our Members
This is the story of Karen Lind-Olson’s heritage as printed in the 60th Anniversary Norden
club book in 2007.

Readers: Now it’s your turn. Please send us your historical information and memories. We will
include them in the next Norden Club Newsletters. Send them to Phyllis (tedandphyllis72@aol.com)
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A Long Reign of Terror - Part 2

From: The Complete Guide to Vikings”, Updated Special Edition, 2021
Year 860: Rus Vikings (rulers of
Finland and Russia who arrived
from Sweden) attack
Constantinople with 200 shiploads
of soldiers.
867: The Vikings murder the king
of Northumbria and then capture
the city of York, which becomes
their English capital.
871: Alfred the Great becomes king
of Wessex, halting the advance of
the Danish Vikings in England.
Under Alfred’s watch, Viking
leader Gothrum converts to
Christianity.

Norway. He ruled from 872-930.

the first king of Denmark.

879: Viking leader Rurik
establishes Kiev, making it the
center of the Kiwvan Rus’ domains;
he is succeeded by Prince Oleg.

982: After being banished from
Iceland, Erik the Red discovers
Greenland, giving its misnomer in
the hopes of luring settlers to its icy
shores.

880: Danelaw is established in a
treaty between Alfred and
986: Viking ships first sail in
Guthrum, legally dividing England. Newfoundland waters.
900: The Norsemen begin raiding
along the Mediterranean coast,
opening up new trade routes to
Arab lands.

911: Charles the Simple, king of
France, cedes part of the
872: Norwegians flee to Iceland
countryside to the powerful Viking
and nearby islands as Harald
chief Rollo. It’s dubbed Normandy
Fairhair continues to unify Norway. (the land of Northmen).
After winning the Battle of
Hafrsfjord, he finds himself king of 936: Gorm the Old is recognized as

991: English King Ethelred II pays
a Danegeld tax of 10,000 pounds of
silver, buying off the Danish
attackers to save his land.
995: Paganism has diminished in
popularity as Christianity takes
hold. King Olaf Tryggvason of
Norway proclaims his country a
Christian kingdom.

Vikings A to Z

From: The Complete Guide to Vikings”, Updated Special Edition, 2021
A: Asgard - Home of many of the
most recognizable gods, Asgard is
one of the Nine Worlds in Norse
mythology. Located in the sky and
connected to the world of humanity
-Midgard-by a rainbow bridge,
Asgard is ruled by Odin and his
wife, Frigg.

these crazed Vikings.

Danish Vikings. For their
cooperation, Danish Vikings also
C: Christianity - Though Vikings
received Danegeld, a reward for
were traditionally pagans, a slow
refraining from waging war in
conversion to Christianity took hold England.
during their reign, with most
accepting the new religion by the
E: Edda - Comprising both the
year 1000. Many who held their
Prose Edda and the Poetic Edda,
pagan beliefs chose to pose as
these medieval Icelandic literary
B: Berserkers - Berserkers (or bear- Christians on trade routes, wearing works are the main sources of
coat, in Old Norse) were known for a cross to appease discriminating
Norse mythology from the Viking
fighting in fits of frenzied fury.
foreign traders. They would swap
age. The 13th century pieces take
Many believed these wild warriors the cross out for Thor’s hammer at readers from the birth of the world
were drawing powers from the bear the end of the voyage.
to its inevitable destruction in
as they gnawed, howled and
Ragnarok, chronicling the lives of
foamed at the mouth, leading to
D: Danelaw - In an effort to
gods and creatures alike.
their name. Today’s English
safeguard the Anglican Kingdom of
(To be continued in the next
berserk, which Merriam-Webster
Wessex from continued Viking
Newsletter.)
defines as one whose actions are
attacks, King Alfred established
recklessly defiant, comes from
Danelaw, ceding 15 shires to the

