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Monday, September 19, 2022, 6:30 pm.
(Doors will open at 6:00 pm.)
Location: First Lutheran Church, 1551
South 70th Street, Lincoln, NE
Speaker – Dr. John Wunder, of Nebraska Lincoln
Emeritus Professor in the Department of
History, University

Joan Tomlinson White

More details on Page 2
Del Stites
Ron & Karen Nielsen

The Norden Club promotes fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their descendants and helps preserve
for the benefit of the United States the best in the cultural heritage
of Scandinavia.
The countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make up Scandinavia.
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President’s Corner
Dear Norden Club Members,
Welcome to the Norden Club
Newsletter. We continue to
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of
our founding. It is August 16 and
Phyllis and I are at our farm in
Kansas, enjoying (?) the heat. No
rain here…yet and temps are still
on the high side.
I want to take this opportunity to
thank Mary Brass for her excellent
work as our Membership and
Courtesy Chair the past six years.
She is retiring from this position as
of this Newsletter. Her diligence in
keeping track of our members and
also noting any milestone and/or
when a member or past member

has passed has been greatly
appreciated. Kendra and Ken
Hartwig will be taking over the
Membership list duties in
September.
Our speaker for the September 19
program will be Dr. John Wunder,
Professor Emeritus of History at
the University of Nebraska. He
will talk to us about “NATO and
Finland and Sweden”. Should be a
very interesting topic. The program
will start at 6:30 pm with doors
opening at 6:00 pm.
Planning is underway for the
Christmas Dinner on December 4
at Hillcrest Country Club in
Lincoln. The highlighted country

this year is Denmark. More
information will be forthcoming.
We continue to celebrate our 75th
Anniversary in 2022. If you have
any recollections of the early years,
or stories about the founders or
early members, please contact
Phyllis Ericson at 402-499-6594 or
Phyllis.ericson@gmail.com. You
can also send a note to her at
4130 N 42nd St. Circle, Lincoln,
NE 68504
Until Next Time. God Dag!
Ted Ericson, President
Norden Club of Lincoln

Program for September 19, 2022 Norden Club quarterly
meeting
“NATO and Finland and Sweden”
Monday, September 19, 2022, 6:30 pm. (Doors will open at 6:00
pm.)
Location: First Lutheran Church, 1551 South 70th Street,
Lincoln, NE
Speaker – Dr. John Wunder, Emeritus Professor in the
Department of History, University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Dr. John Wunder is a professor emeritus of History at UNL. He came to
Lincoln in 1988; at the time was the new director of the Center for Great Plains
Studies and a professor of History. He taught undergrad and graduate courses,
including honors seminars about Scandinavia. His primary teaching area was
Western U.S. History, Nebraska History, and Native American History. In
1994-5, he held an endowed chair of the Fulbright program at the University of
Helsinki. He spent one year there and has been back to Finland many
times. In addition to teaching in Finland, he has done seminars in Denmark, Norway, and (nearby to Scandinavia)
Estonia. He developed a strong interest in the Sami peoples (also known as Lapps) in Norway, Sweden, Finland,
and Russia. His relatives migrated from Denmark to the USA in the 1840s. They actually were Germans from
Denmark (they spoke German), and they had lost in the Revolution of 1848. He has published or edited 22 books
and numerous essays and journal articles. He received the 2021 Sower Award in Humanities from Humanities
Nebraska.
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Foundation News
Greetings Norden Club members
It’s the middle of August
and we’re still in the midst of hot
weather and summer activities.
Kids are now going back to school.
Lincoln is filling up with University
students. And yes, football is
permeating the minds of sports
fans. Soon, it will be time for our
regularly scheduled September
Norden Club meeting.
We remain cautiously
optimistic concerning the
pandemic. But on the brighter side,
we also have our Norden Club’s
75th Anniversary to celebrate. We
can certainly brag about that! The
celebration has already begun. We
kicked off our May meeting with
our long awaited guest speaker and
scholarship recipient Blake
Kinnaman. Later that evening, we
socialized with a cup of coffee and a
slice of Norden’s 75th Anniversary
cake. We hope to continue our
celebratory activities in months to
come. Most of all, we would like to
see our loyal Norden members
attend our meetings. We have
missed you, and we know for good
reason. Ted has scheduled our
September speaker who is a very
new Norden Club member. He will
present an interesting topic and
timely program about NATO and
the newly inducted Scandinavian
countries. Eager to learn more
details, I’m looking forward to this
presentation. I hope that you will

attend, too!
The Norden Club is happy to
announce that we will have our
annual Christmas Smorgasbord and
cultural celebration. In addition, the
Norden Foundation is preparing for
it’s fundraiser. Once again we are
delighted to meet at the Hillcrest
Country Club. Due to the pandemic
we have not had any fundraisers for
quite some time. However, we need
to replenish our auction/sale
items. With your help it will be a
success. Between now and
December check your closets, sort
your boxes in storage, shop the
stores and look for Scandinavian
items that are appropriate for the
auction table. Maybe you are
downsizing and can no longer hold
onto some of the things you have
always cherished. In lieu of
donated items, we are pleased to
take your cash
donation. Remember, this is our
only fundraiser for the entire
year. We have had so much fun
with this event in the past. I
personally delight in the display of
unique items on our auction tables
each year. A big thank you from
the Foundation Board to all of
you. If you wish to bring your
items to the September meeting, I
will be pleased to transfer them to
my car.
As a point of interest, the
Norden Foundation is setup with a
nonprofit 501c3 status. Anyone
who wishes to bequeath part of their

estate to our Foundation for tax
exemption purposes, can do so. We
have had Norden members who
have done just that. There are new
laws which can be of benefit to you
and the Foundation. Contact your
tax advisor or financial
representative for more information
on how you can use your required
minimum distribution as a donation
and not pay tax on it. Some of us
have given memorial money to the
Foundation when a friend or loved
one has passed away. You can also
donate a check to the Foundation to
commemorate a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, and any
other special occasion. In
commemoration of the Norden Club
75th Anniversary year, consider
giving a donation to our
Foundation. As always, it’s a good
feeling to know that these
contributions help others with
educational scholarship needs and
grants to support a variety of
Scandinavian projects. We are
happy to contribute to a life
changing event for our
recipients. Thank you for your past,
present and future support. We are
looking forward to a successful new
year. Please stay happy and
healthy.
Joan Tomlinson White
President Norden Club Foundation

Ole: Do you know vye dey have bar codes on de side of Norvegian ships?
Sven: So dey can ScanDeNavyin.
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Treasurer’s Report
Thank you to those
members who have recently paid
their dues for 2020, 2021, and
2022. It is very much
appreciated. As a reminder, dues
for these past 3 years are to be paid
and current in order to be
eligible for the member discount
for the December smorgasbord. I
will continue to send emails or calls

as individual reminders to those
members for whom the club does
not show dues having been
paid. The dues are $15 for
individuals and $25 for couples/
families. These amounts cover the
entire 3 years. Please also check
your records and if you don't find
dues paid since January 1, 2020,
please remit before Sept.

19. Checks may be mailed to:
Norden Club
Ron Nielsen, Treasurer
5015 NW 7 St.
Lincoln, NE 68521
My phone number is 402-477-0065
should you have any questions.
Thank you for your attention.

VIKINGS A TO Z (Continued)
From: “The Complete Guide to The Vikings”, Updated Special Edition, Centennial Entertainment, copyright
2021.
K – King: The Vikings’ royal
dynasty lasted for three generations
in England, beginning with Sweyn
Forkbeard, to son Canute the Great,
who reigned from 1016-1035, and
finally Canute’s sons Harald
Harfoot and Hardicanute until 1042.
L – Longhouse: Made of timber
frames or, where wood was hard to
come by, turf and sod, longhouses
were built up to 250 feet long. The
extreme length certainly came in
handy after the winter months,
when the cattle housed in the far
half of the structure spent much
time inside with little to no
ventilation.
M – Mythology: Nearly the entire
population of Scandinavia was
pagan at the start of the Viking era,
looking to the Norse gods to explain
their world.
N – North Sea: In the 8th, 9th and

10th centuries, the Vikings ruled the
North Sea, just as the Germanic
Angles and Saxons before them,
and the Roman Empire before that.
The Vikings used the coastline of
the sea to guide their raids, selecting
towns and monasteries on the water
or the rivers that ran inland.
O – Olaf: King Olaf Tryggvason
reigned over Norway between 995
and 1000 – where he was integral to
eventual conversion to Christianity
(baptizing Leif Erikson).
P – Prow: The prow of a Viking
ship – often adorned with an
intricately carved dragon’s head –
became a signature feature of the
famed vessels. These ships, called
dreki for the magical beast at front,
made it easier to identify a boat
while sailing as each dragon was
unique.
Q – Quasir: An extremely wise

god, Quasir (or Kvasir) spread his
knowledge far before being slain by
two dwarves, Fjalar and Galar.
After killing Quasir, the two drained
him of his blood, mixing it with
honey to create the Mead of Poetry
– a potion that, upon imbibing,
gives the drinker the skills of both
wisdom and skaldship, eventually
bringing poetry to mankind.
R – Runes: During the early Viking
age, a style called the Younger
Futhark came into use with only 16
symbols, many used to represent
multiple sounds each. Unlike in the
medieval years to follow, most of
Scandinavia had not yet transitioned
to scrolls, and so we find most rune
messaging carved onto objects such
as a sword or a stone.
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Membership Report
We are very happy to
welcome new members at any time
of the year. Norden Club was
originally started by a group of
University of Nebraska professors
to promote fellowship among
Scandinavian-Americans and their
descendants. They wanted to help
preserve for the benefit of the
United States the best in the
cultural heritage of Scandinavia.
Thus, the Norden Scandinavian
Club of Lincoln was born in 1947.
We are celebrating our 75th year.
We are fortunate to
welcome new members John and
Susan Wunder. John Wunder is a
Professor Emeritus of History at
UN-L. They came to Lincoln in
1988. At the time, he was the new
director of the Great Plains Studies.
As a professor of history, John
Wunder taught undergrad and
graduate courses, including honors
seminars about Scandinavia.

In 1994-1995, Professor
Wunder held an endowed chair of
the Fulbright program at the
University of Helsinki. He spent
one year there and has been back to
Finland many times. In addition to
teaching in Finland, Professor
Wunder has done seminars in
Denmark, Norway, and (nearby to
Scandinavia) Estonia.
Professor Wunder has
developed a strong interest in the
Sami peoples – also known as
Lapps – in Norway, Sweden,
Finland, and Russia. His relatives
migrated from Denmark to the
U.S.A. in the 1840’s. They
actually were Germans from
Denmark – they spoke German –
and they had lost in the Revolution
of 1848.
Susan Anderson Wunder is
a Professor Emeritus of Education
and taught Social Studies at UN-L.
She has a Swedish background.

When her great-great grandfather
suddenly died, this family who
were subsistence farmers on a
mountain in western Sweden not
far from Göteborg was in crisis.
The family of the widow Britta and
5 boys and 2 girls decided to split
up. The girls and mother Britta
moved to a nearby small town
called Alingsås. The 5 brothers –
mostly teenagers – immigrated to
the U.S.A. Here in the U.S. they
got jobs building a railroad through
Iowa and then homesteaded. One
of them, Susan’s great grandfather
is buried in rural Pottawattamie
County, Iowa – outside Council
Bluffs.
With first-hand knowledge
of Scandinavia, we are fortunate
that Professor John Wunder has
agreed to be our guest speaker for
our September 19, 2022, meeting.
His topic will be “NATO and
Finland and Sweden.

AWESOME & SWEDISH
From: Nordstjernan, The Swedish Newspaper of America, Volume 150, No 6, April 15, 2022.
ÖLAND, NOT AN ISLAND.
Sweden’s second largest
island, Öland, is not considered an
island by the European Union. The
definition of an island, according to
the EU, is that it is surrounded by
water, but if it is connected to
mainland by a bridge, it is
considered part of the mainland –
that is, no longer an island. For all
geographic purposes, Öland is
Sweden’s second largest island and
its smallest province. It is located in
the Baltic Sea east of Småland from
which it is separated by the Kalmar

Strait. The island, since 1972
connected to the mainland through
the Öland Bridge, has about 13,600
known archaeological sites…The
bridge was initiated in 1972, took
4.5 years to build and cost SEK 80
million.
Southern Öland is
dominated by the treeless, steppelike wide plains called the Great
Alvar, about 10 kilometers in
width…
There are several prehistoric
sites on Öland from the Iron Age,

mainly forts and gold rings. Most
Swedish grown onions are produced
in southern Öland as are all brown
beans. Farming … also produces
large quantities of milk …An
unusual feature of the cultural
landscape of Öland are the hundreds
of windmills made of wood,
however, there aren’t as many of
them as there were a hundred years
ago. Today these windmills enjoy
heritage protection.

September 2022

THE N ORD EN C LU B OF L I NC OL N

PAGE 6

Courtesy Report
Congratulations to Maxine
Moul for her honor from the
Lincoln South Rotary Club! The
Rotary Club named her Rotarian of
the Year. Moul coordinated the
weekly speakers and programs for
the Rotary year. As former
lieutenant governor for the State of
Nebraska, Maxine Moul continues
to have a pulse on the community
with her active involvement. She
introduced Lincoln South Rotary
members to a variety of speakers
representing the public and private
sector, community leaders,
nonprofits and topics of interest.
As a result of Maxine
Moul’s involvement in Friendship
Force, the Lincoln South Rotary
Club was introduced to 6
international students from
Slovakia and their local sponsors
when they attended a regular club
meeting. Again, our
congratulations to Maxine Moul.

enjoyed the Christmas
smorgasbord.”
The Norden Club board voted to
make Robert Johnson a Life
Member this year. He is originally
from Wakefield, Nebraska, but now
lives at Holdrege near his daughter.
Robert says he is 96 and in good
health.
As of September 1, 2022,
our Life Members are:
1. Charlotte Luethje
2. Jane Mickelson
3. Virginia Olson
4. Leona Bellinger
5. Janet Lindgren
6. Robert H. Johnson – moved
to Holdrege
7. Doug and Karen Lind-Olson
8. Ozzie and Kay Gilbertson
9. Clinton and Emogene
Johnson – moved to Seneca,
Kansas

The professional Life
Members are Consulates for their
Robert H. Johnson has been country:
a long-time member of Norden
Virgil and Ruth Johnson –
Club. He and his wife Elaine
Norwegian Consulate
“always enjoyed Norden club
Bruce Lauritzen – Danish
speakers and events. They always

Consulate
Thomas Lund - Swedish
Consulate
Nebraska Historical Society

A thinking of you – Get Well
Soon card was sent to Sandy
Hanson.
A thinking of you – Get Well Soon
card was sent to Dick and Joan
Tomlinson White.
A thinking of you -- Get Well
Soon card was sent to Ron Nielsen.
We like to recognize important
events in our Norden members’
lives.
If you know of any member who is
having a special anniversary,
special landmark birthday, or any
achievement recognized by the
community, illness or death in the
family, please contact: Kendra
and Ken Hartwig
402-483-4902
Kendra and Ken Hartwig have
kindly agreed to be our new
Membership and Courtesy
Chairmen.
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Interesting Facts About the Vikings – Things you may not
know.
From “6 Things You Might Not Know About the Vikings”, www.interestingfacts.com

The Vikings are mostly
known as a group of aggressive
invaders who pillaged and
plundered their way from
Scandinavia to other European
nations from about the eighth to the
11th century. In fact, the word
"Viking" means “pirate invader” in
the Old Norse language. Though
they were a fearsome lot, the
Vikings were also skilled
boatbuilders and seafarers who
sailed to other lands for many
reasons, seeking riches and
profitable trade routes. Historians
have uncovered former Viking
sites as far away as Iceland,
Greenland, and Canada that reveal
fascinating history about historic
civilizations.

second site nearby) and found the
remains of two Swedish ships
dating to about 750 CE. One ship
contained neatly ordered remains
and the other more haphazard,
indicating battles had taken place.
Archaeologists believe the two
ships likely carried Swedish
Vikings who met their end while
attacking the Oeselians.

2. The Curonians
Another tribe of fierce
Viking warriors, the Curonians,
lived along the Baltic coastline of
modern-day Latvia starting around
the fifth century CE. The
Curonians were referred to as
Europe’s last pagans, since they
resisted all attempts to convert to
Christianity long after neighboring
1. The Oeselians
nations did so — by some
Sweden, Norway, and
accounts, they practiced ancient
Denmark receive most of the
rituals into the 19th century. They
attention regarding Viking history, frequently raided Swedish
but a group of warriors known as
settlements and attacked merchant
the Oeselians lived on a large
ships, often forming alliances with
island called Ösel. Known as
other groups, including the nearby
Saaremaa today, the island is
Oeselians.
located off Estonia’s coast in the
Baltic Sea. According to 13thThe Curonians were also
century Estonian documents,
among the region’s wealthiest
Oeselians built merchant ships and groups, primarily due to the trade
warships that could carry about 30 of amber (precious fossilized tree
men each.
resin). The Baltic region contains
vast amounts of amber, nicknamed
In 2008, workers
“the gold of the North,” and Baltic
inadvertently discovered a burial
amber was once traded all over
ground in the town of Salme that
Europe and northern Africa. One of
included human remains, along
the Curonians’ primary
with swords, spears, knives, axes, settlements, Seeburg, was along the
and other weapons. Archaeologists Baltic coast in modern-day
excavated the site (and later a
Grobina. There, you can visit

the Curonian Viking Settlement, an
attraction that immerses visitors in
folklore and activities such as
archery, boat trips, and excursions
to visit historical sites.
3. Normandy
According to medieval
Latin documents, Normandy (a
province in northwestern France) is
named for the Vikings that
pillaged, plundered, and later
settled here beginning around 790
CE. The Latin name for them
was Notmanni, which means “men
of the North.” Defenseless
monasteries were often their first
targets, and a Danish Viking
expedition even sailed up the Seine
River to raid and occupy Paris in
845 CE.
After a French king ceded
land to him in 911 CE, a Viking
leader named Rollo established a
permanent settlement in the region,
which became known as the Duchy
of Normandy. The Normandy
territory expanded over the next
several hundred years as
Scandinavian Vikings colonized
the area. They eventually gave up
their paganism for Christianity and
integrated into society. Rollo’s
descendants built a stronghold and,
later, around 927 CE, a palace in
Fecám, which you can visit today.
Fecámp overlooks a protected
harbor (the likely site where Rollo
first came ashore), making it easy
to visualize a fleet of Viking ships
bobbing on anchors.
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Celebrating Danish Heritage
HAVE YOU SEEN IT? The Freedom Rock
Located in the Little Mermaid and
Sculpture Garden in Kimballton, Iowa
is The Freedom Rock. Installed in 2014,
it was the 13th of 99 Freedom Rocks
created, one in each Iowa county. The
project began in 1999 by Danish
American and Iowa State
Representative Ray "Bubba" Sorensen II.
Sorensen told NFDA about his Danish
roots as his Great-Grandparents, Michael
Sorensen and Laura Nielsen came to
America and settled near the southwest
Iowa town of Massena. Ray and his wife
Maria now live in Greenfield, Iowa and
told us he regularly travels around the
state, meeting many Iowans
and maintaining the Freedom Rocks.
Along with a tribute to war veterans, the
Kimballton Freedom Rock shows scenes
from Audubon County including the
Heritage Rose Garden in Gray, the Plow
in the Oak near Exira, the Tree in the Middle of the Road near Brayton, and the Iowa State Bird - the
American Goldfinch.

Jonas Vingegaard from
Denmark wins Tour de France
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