Norden Club Meeting — May 19, 2025

Ted Ericson (our President) led

. Members first enjoyed dinner together. Gene & Mary Brass with
the May Norden Club meeting.

Ron and Karen Nielsen.
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FAMILY HEIRLOOMS

|, LINKS TO THE PAST

Ted and Phyllis Ericson. Phyllis

led the member program “

Members brough their precious heirlooms and stories
to share with the group.



Ted Ericson led off the program showing several Loren Lindahl brought his family history project
handmade wooden souvenir items his Great Great to share. An‘ old window 'fra'me for the home
Aunt Marie Erickson brought from her trip to place and inserted 3 paintings of his great

Sweden in 1907 to visit family relatives. grandparents Washington Co., Kansas
homestead.



Charlotte Burke shared two
books about her family history
written by a cousin in the
1980s.

Shari Anderson showed a
delightfully fragile handkerchief
that her Great Grandmother
Emma Anderson brought from
Sweden.

Our genealogists Arlene and Len
Nelson were proud to show us
the family Homestead Papers
they have. Arlene’s were dated

1876 for Kate Best who was
granted a homestead near Sioux

Falls, SD. Len had the papers for

Hans Nelson from 1872.

Mary Jane Winquest is now
the proud owner of the hand
painted, wooden Swedish
Berggen plate that her
grandmother always had
displayed in her home.

Kristina Hanson wore her
grandmother, Kristina Selling’s
ornate watch as a necklace. It was
a wedding present from her
grandfather to her grandmother
when they were married in 1907
in Swedish.

Longtime members Ansgar and
Linda Jensen shared the story of
his black wool Danish hat and
their Ebelskiver pan, originally
owned by their Great
Grandmother.



Susan Erickson came
decked out in her “new”
authentic Viking

| costume, created in

4 2021,

§7 This was her pandemic
project, which she
researched and had
crafted.

Susan hopes it becomes
a “future heirloom” in
her family.

Our new President for 2025-2026 Maxine Moul
proudly showed her large oval framed photo of
Hjorted Church, in Vasterick, Kalmar, Sweden.
Owned by 3 generations of her family, it was
brought to America in 1900.

We simply ran out of time to get photos of everyone with their cherished heirlooms. Our
apologies. And the stories were marvelous. Here are some of our other contributors for the
evening.

Ron Nielsen with his Danish Picture Book from Denmark owned by his grandparents Edmund &
Karen Kastrup. When they came to the U.S. they would entertain and teach their 8 children
about their homeland with this book...that was before TV & video games.

Sandy Hansen brought a beautiful winter scene in counted cross stitch, owned by her mother-
in-law Juliet Hanson. Juliet received it as a gift from her Swedish pen pal and traditionally hung
it as a winter holiday decoration each year.

Julie Willnerd showed two books that are special keepsakes from Sweden in her family —a 1918
Swedish Book of Psalms owned by her Great Grandparents and her grandfather’s English New
Testament.

Phyllis Ericson brought a framed photo, taken about 1872 of her 2" great grandfather and his
children in front of their thatched roof cottage on Langeland Denmark. The original photo
always hung on the wall in her grandparent’s farmhouse.

We appreciate everyone making this a fun program and we were all reminded that even if you
don’t have a heirloom from your family’s past...you can always create one!

- Phyllis Ericson



